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Statement of the Problem: 
Persistent pain is constant and disabling with palliative care patient and there is reluctance from the prescribing clinician to deal with the presentation due to concern with addictions, protracted side effects and diversion. They are more likely to have psychological, social and existential issues that influence the management of their symptom control. Pain from end of life illness in substance misusers may be under-treated because of lack of understanding of opioid addiction and prescribed treatment. Persistent pain affects one in seven of the UK population, equating to around 5-6 million adults in the UK, with higher prevalence under the age of 40 years. The prevalence of drug misuse in the UK is difficult to assess. A British household survey in 2000 reported that 7-9% of 16-74 were dependent on alcohol, one third of those aged 15 to 59 had taken illegal drugs at some times in their lives. Therefore collaborative working among relevant healthcare professionals involved in the care of patients with pain who are using, or at risk of using, drugs inappropriately. The aim is to improve practice, define the clinical practice and improve patient management in these patients with complex needs. 
Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: In a randomized survey, 6 service areas based within Turning Point were included in the trial, asking questions based on clinician understanding of pain treatment with palliative care clients, complexity of the  clients, concerns around prescribing opioid based treatment in clients with poly-pharmacy and short acting opioids, level of association with various health care individual for the clients, level of appropriate assessment, appropriate treatment of ongoing physical, social and mental health and support from senior clinician across Turning Point. 
Findings: this survey clearly indicated level of complexity, various degrees of variations in practices, low to medium level of liaison with other service providers, uncertainties around prescribing both short and long term opioid medications and treatment guided by lack to low level of understanding of pain mechanism and issue around addictions. 
Conclusion & Significance: Both persistent pain and substance misuse are common in general population, with more significance associated with patients have ongoing physical, mental and social issues placing more emphasis of appropriate identification and management of pain. Patients with history of substance misuse who need palliative care should not be denied opioids, when needed to manage pain. Withdrawal and intoxication symptoms need to recognized and treatment aggressively. A multi-guided and liaison approach with other service provider pathway has to be clearly defined to support effective management of patients with history of substance misuse and safe prescription of controlled drugs for pain. 
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Ash has his expertise in diagnostic evaluation, managing and treating clients with complex medical needs secondary to substance misuse. This lateral approach and thinking has been incorporated into creating new pathways for improving health needs. Ash has also taken clear role and responsibilities across Turning point in incorporating changing paradigm to improve health needs for complex clients. 
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