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Abstract
Species of columbiformes are imbued to infect humans with such pathogens considering their closeness to humans.  Pathogenic screening was carried out on Columba livia and C. guinea sourced locally within Ibadan metropolis prior to and after their introduction to the newly established Awba Dam Tourism Centre [ADTC], University of Ibadan, Nigeria, to examine the effects of introduction and pathogens on them for the possibility of being. 

Sixty four (64) each of C. livia and C. guinea introduced to ADTC were initially screened. The birds were tagged and biometric parameters measured. Blood, oropharyngeal and cloacal samples were obtained from the two species on a seasonal basis (wet and dry seasons of 2013-2014).  Standard morphological, haematological, and etiological analyses were carried out on the pigeons. PCR was used to screen for the presence of pathogens. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and T-test.

Analyses also demonstrated a low prevalence of the pathogens viz Chlamydophila psittaci (12.6%) and Campylobacter jejuni (19.1%) among the introduced columbiformes. In contrast, Haemoproteus sp and Campylobacter coli were rarely detected (0.1%). Campylobacter jejuni varied significantly with the Mean of Haemoproteus sp load in the obtained samples, while Chlamydophila psittaci varied significantly among sampling seasons viz wet (19.1%,  12.6%, 0.1%) and dry (18.9%, 12.7%, 0.08%).  The level of infection in C. livia (19.20±8.46108) is significantly lower compared to C. guinea (19.70±8.48762). T test (chi square) also showed (C. livia =15.625, 0.111), (C. guinea =12.125, 0.146) respectively.

Pigeons introduced to ADTC are non-potential carriers of Chlamydophila psittaci and Campylobacter jejuni suggesting little or no introduction of harmful diseases to the tourism site. However, these species may be asymptomatic or subclinical carriers of both pathogens, suggesting periodical monitoring to prevent any possible future outbreak.
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