Information Needs of Fish Farmers in Osun State, Nigeria
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ABSTRACT
This study examined the information needs of fish farmers in Osun State, Nigeria. The study was conducted using Osun State Agricultural Development Programme (ADP) Zones. A multistage sampling technique was used to select two hundred and eight three respondents. Information were elicited from the respondents with the aid of structured interview schedule and the data were analysed using both descriptive and non-descriptive statistical tools. Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) was the inferential statistical tool used to test the hypothesis.
The result of the study revealed that majority (71.7%) of the fish farmers were males (63.6%) within the economically active age of 20 and 49 years while greater percentage (98.2%) were literate with an annual income of less than one hundred thousand naira (300 dollars). One-third(33.3%) had farm size of less than one hectare with less than five years of farming experience (56.2%) and belong to one fish farmers’ association or the other (70.3%). The study also showed that majority owned between one to two fish farms (76.3%). Majority of the respondents had a high degree of technical information need in the following areas of fish farming operations: fish farm construction (72.7%), followed by fish feeding (58%), fish farm management (59.4%), diseases control (59.3%). The results of the hypothesis revealed that age (r=0.168), annual income (r=0.379), farming experience (r=0.426), farm size (r=0.185) and number of fish farm owned (r=0.206) had significant relationship with the information needs of the respondent. Based on this study, more extension workers should be employed to give the technical knowledge to fish farmers on how to use some equipment and dissemination of innovations on how to improve their fish farming system and productivity.
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