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The paper defines the importance of agricultural consulting services in the technical and technological upgrade of agroindustry for the sustainable development of agricultural enterprises. We have detected the problems in consulting services operations, which can be partly eliminated with the help of crowdsourcing technologies. The structure of regional agricultural advisory organizations, which is one of the key elements of the innovation infrastructure of the agrarian sector of the Russian economy, has been studied. The features of financing of activities of the Russian agricultural advisory services are presented. We have determined the most significant stages of a crowdsourcing project: preparation, initiation, information gathering, assessment, and use. Crowdsourcing has been considered a tool for the development of consulting services which makes it possible to receive a significant amount of new knowledge, improve the quality of task performance, and reduce costs. We have justified the relevance of crowdsourcing for the three areas of development of innovative agricultural consulting services: identifying needs; developing/improving innovative products (goods, services, technologies, etc.); reporting the results of research and development. The main advantage of crowdsourcing is revealed, which is that when using it, the work of one consultant is performed by "collective intelligence", which is known to be much more effective.
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