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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted for a period of three months to evaluate the laying performance of Japanese quails fed with Trichanthera gigantea leaf meal (TGLM) at varying levels (0%, 10%, 15% and 20%) of substitution wherein TGLM directly substituted commercial quail layer mash (CQLM) on weight-for-weight basis. A total of one hundred twenty (120) ready-to-lay Japanese quails were randomly assigned to four treatments replicated three (3) times with ten (10) birds per replication and laid out in a Completely Randomized Design set-up. Results revealed no significant difference on the initial weight, final weight, weight gain and average daily gain (ADG) of Japanese quails fed with varying levels of TGLM. Lowest (p<0.01) mean bi-weekly voluntary feed intake (VFI) was noted on the 20% TGLM (1536 g), followed by 15% TGLM (1544 g) and 10% TGLM (1558 g) with highest VFI on 100% CQLM (1619 g). Meanwhile, a comparable feed conversion ratio (FCR) of Japanese quails fed with varying levels of TGLM with that of 100% CQLM, but slightly higher egg production in T0-100% CQLM (91%) over that of T3-80% CQLM+20% TGLM (87.86%). No significant difference among treatment means for the point of lay, and generally the quails started to lay eggs at 54.75 days or week eight. Highest (p<0.01) RAFC on T0-100% CQLM (6490.06 PhP) followed by T3-80% CQLM + 20% TGLM (6202.54 PhP), T1 (90% CQLM + 10% TGLM (6124.34 PhP) and T2 (85% CQLM + 15% TGLM (5825.13 PhP).
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