Determinants of poverty among farming households across different agro-ecological zones in Nigeria
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ABSTRACT
Several attempts have been made by researchers, non-government organisations and the government to address the menace of poverty in Nigeria. However, poverty still remains a serious concern especially among farming households and across different agroecological zones in the country. This study therefore described the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers across agroecological zones and estimated the underlining variables affecting poverty in Nigeria. Multistage and proportional sampling techniques were used to select 700 respondents for the study using a well structured questionnaire. Data were analysed using Foster-Greer-Thorbecke Index, Watts index and Regression technique. 
Results showed that majority of the farmers (96%) were male and literate, about 48 years old, married with an average household size of about 11. Poverty severity, depth and incidence were higher among female headed farming households than their male counterpart. Poverty head count was found to be highest in the Rainforest and lowest in the Southern Guinea Savannah agro-ecological zones. Similarly, poverty gaps and poverty severity were lowest in the Rainforest agroecological zone with the Derived Guinea Savannah zone having lowest incidence of poverty. Also, gender, age of farmer and household size had positive and significant effects on poverty severity among the poor and rich households in the Rainforest agroecological zone. Similarly, household size affected poverty positively in the Derived Guinea Savannah zone while hired labour had negative and significant effect on poverty in the Southern Guinea Savannah. Also in general, poverty among women gender was positively affected by household size.
Therefore, poverty would reduce among farming households with a decrease in the age of farmers, size of the households and gender. Women and youths should therefore be encouraged and empowered in the study area and awareness about having smaller household sizes among farming households should be increased across all agroecological zones in Nigeria. 
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