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Multi-cropping system in the 15th century was a royal priority as the country was plagued by severe droughts in the southern half of its peninsula. The Korean peninsula is mountainous and stretches from 34 to 42 degrees north latitude, with most of the peninsula in a north-south orientation, the climate variance is extreme. The north experiences cold, dry winters, blasted by Siberian winds, while the south has mild, wet winters and hot, humid summers drenched by summer typhoons. These variable conditions north to south present great difficulties for modelling the agricultural economy. The agricultural writing known as “Nongsa chiksŏl(農事直說)”(Concise Farming Theory hereafter CFT), a compilation ordered by King Sejong in the first half of the 15th century notice the great amount of valuable agriculture-related knowledge that this compilation revealed the will of the King to push the Peninsula inhabitants to strive to achieve “ the great agricultural states under Heaven”. In light of Korean geographical conditions, the core techniques in CFT are a combination of wet field farming and dry field farming techniques which are not seen in the farming techniques of Northern or Southern China. CFT method is convenient for terrace farming in mountainous areas where water from valleys can be continuously supplied and drained; it thus came to be called the “Chosŏn wet farming method” in the mountainous regions for growing early-ripening rice. The representative dry field farming technique in CFT is known as kungyŏng or kulugali(根耕) in the vernacular which is a kind of double-cropping system. The method of using barley and wheat roots in sowing beans and red beans is the most well-known dry field farming technique in CFT. This method grows two crops in one year or three crops in two years, sowing barley and wheat in the fall and using the roots of winter crops in a system of crop rotation
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