Current Status of Camel Husbandry and Production in the West Bank Governorates-Palestine.
Dromedary camels play an important role to the livelihood and survival of Bedouin (pastoralists) in the study areas of the West Bank governorates-Palestine. Information on incidences of camel (Camelus dromedarius) and their population current status in Palestine is so scarce. This survey aims at investigating the Palestinian camel’s current status, and constraints of camel’s population in the

West bank Governorates. The survey also tackles the productivity and production status, camel production constraints; marketing constraints and the major camel diseases were also discussed. The gaps in camel veterinary services were another target for this survey. A total of 35 households were interviewed on the significance of the dromedary camel and constraints associated to camel

raising, production in the area using a single-visit-multiple-subject approach along with a semistructured questionnaire. Our finding showed that the interviewed households owned camels for milk and meat production purposes. The major contributions rendered by dromedary camels keeping in our study were meat production first, then milk production and finally the transportation, while the

major constraints associated with camel production in the area were pastureland shrinking and subsequently the shortage of natural green feed. Camels in the West Bank Governorates areas feed mainly on poor-quality perennial natural vegetation of low nutritive value. Camels were given supplementary feed such as the dried hey, barley, and other remaining of crop harvests. The second major constraint was the absence of veterinary services and the prevalence of disease. The living

Camels’ and their products including milk are marketed from primary markets or pastoralists directly. In a few cases milk and almost all slaughtered camel meat are immediately sold in butchers’ shop or abattoirs terminal butchers and markets. Camels are very rare used as working animals. Most of the time camels are reconditioned to gain body weight at various transaction points for a year or more

before they are sold again. Because of larger capital requirements, small traders are not able to hold bulk more than 50 camels at most at a time, when compared to cattle, goats and sheep traders who usually bulk hundreds of cattle or thousands of goats and sheep. 
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