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Innovations in agricultural extension provide a framework to engage service providers and local stakeholders in strategic decisions on long-term planning of development programmes. Since the independence of most African countries, there has emerged within these countries, various ways in which an expanding knowledge of biological processes, reinforced by developments from other natural and social sciences, is applied to farming systems and made available to users through extension education. Despite the efforts of governments and International Development Agencies to support extension services, development scholars have generally concluded that the performance of these services in Africa has been disappointing. The poor performance is generally attributed to ineffective incentives for extension agents and the lack of information and feedback on farmers’ needs and priorities. The cost of reaching large numbers of geographically dispersed and largely illiterate smallholder farmers who have limited access to mass media is high in many parts of Africa. This reality has influenced many agricultural extension scholars to focus attention on assessing the merits and feasibility of innovative approaches to extension. In view of the mounting challenges facing public provision of agricultural extension and advisory services in Africa, such as climate change, food insecurity, rapid population growth, and failures of the dominant state and market approaches, participatory extension involving NGOs, the private sector and farmers’ associations are being experimented as a third way to extension service delivery. Farmers are recognized as active seekers of advice, information and opportunities to improve their production systems and livelihoods. This presentation analyzes the evolution of agricultural extension practices in Cameroon and assesses the evidence on innovations using the Grassfield Participatory Rural Development Project model implemented as an anti-poverty programme between 2004 and 2010 within the context of Cameroon’s Poverty Reduction Strategy. The methodology will rely on case-oriented data document analysis, observations, and semi-structured interviews. 
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