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ABSTRACT

Increased interest in organic crop production has been prompted by both consumer demand and the desire to sustain or improve the soil resource. One of the many fundamental goals of organic farming is to produce a crop with minimal synthetic inputs. The main concept behind this approach is to conserve natural resources by relying more on biological processes within the soil system to recycle and release nutrients rather than provide high amounts of soluble nutrients from manufactured fertilizers. The emphasis is on nutrient cycling within the soil organic matter fraction and enhancement of biological processes to make nutrients within this fraction available to plant roots. The focus of this discussion is to provide information on various approaches to managing and maintaining soil fertility for organic crop production.
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