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Abstract

A window for newly released and pre-released maize varieties is finally found through Mother-Baby concept whose aim is to expose newly released and pre-released varieties to the poor resource farmers. 14 Varieties both hybrids and Open Pollinated Varieties were tested in Salima, Kasungu, Mchinji, Lilongwe, Balaka and Ntcheu. The varieties tested during my research were: MH 26, MH 27, PAN 53, PAN 63, PAN 67,PAN 4M 19-6, PHB 30G 19, PHB 30D 79, SC 403, SC 627,SC 719, ZM 523, ZM 623 and ZM 721.  There were 4 replicates of mother trials in each Extension Planning Area within the District represented by 4 farmers who grew one replicate each. 3 farmers got 1 variety from the mother representing 3 replicates of the baby trials. 42 farmers grew babies around each mother replicate per Extension Planning Area (EPA). As a result, many farmers participated on this research.  Hybrids out- yielded Open Pollinated Varieties (OPVs) which were an indicator for superiority. Farmers rated OPVs better than hybrids on every site during field days conducted. Malawian farmers are extremely special in processing maize grain before taking it as a staple food and they normally choose flint maize to large soft kennels. The good news is that the maize grain is not only the main food in Malawi, but it is life for above 90% of the population of about 16 million. 
Key words: 

Mother trial=                         A set of maize varieties on a piece of ground put randomly.

Extension Planning Area=   A meeting centre for all the farmers of the sections in the area.

Field day=                            A day when farmers and corroborators meet and discuss.
INTRODUCTION

Across Malawi, smallholder farmers complain of declining yields, increasing costs and growing uncertainty of producing the food needed by their families; (A. Ngwira 2009). On this research, thirteen varieties were tested in three districts sited as follows: Salima, Ntcheu and Balaka in low altitude areas and Kasungu, Mchinji and Lilongwe in mid altitude areas. My observation is that the higher you climb, the higher are the yields. Hybrids out yielded OPVs which were indicators that farmers could choose the hybrids better than OPVs. But to the contrary, farmers preferred Open Pollinated Varieties to Hybrids. Malawians choose flint maize because of processing of the grain before taking it as full meal. This experience came about through field days conducted. We also discovered that more ladies participated during the field days yet men took charge on field activities. Hence, yield has relatively little impact to flint maize for Malawian farmers.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

There were 14 varieties used on this research  as follows MH 26, MH 27, PAN 53, PAN 63,  PAN 67, PAN 4M 19-6, PHB 30G 19, PHB 30D 79 and ZM 721. The mother trial carried all the entries with one lead farmer out of four per EPA establishing one replicate. Three farmers carried one variety from the mother representing three replicates for the baby trials around each replicate of the mother trial. There were ten rows of ten metres per variety on my research.

Two field days on each site were conducted, one at milky stage and the other at harvesting stage of the trials.
CONCLUSION

 All the poor resource farmers were exposed to maize varieties and were enticed to choose the best varieties of their choice. Through the exposure, farmers were able to buy the variety they admired during the field days conducted. Drought Tolerant Maize Varieties DTMA whose source is CIMMYT stands superior over the rest of the varieties in terms of yield when drought is experienced. From my research, it is wrong to recommend a variety to Malawian farmers because of high yields alone but best look for flintiness, earliness (drought escape), resistance to diseases and high yields. 

SC 403, SC 627, SC 719, ZM 523, ZM 623, 

	PULLED DATA FOR SIX DISTRICTS WHERE THE RESEARCH TOOK PLACE 2012-13
	

	
	SALIMA
	KASUNGU
	MCHINJI
	LILONGWE
	NTCHEU
	BALAKA
	MEAN

	MH 26
	8.5
	12.4
	11.5
	12.6
	9.5
	7.8
	10.38333

	MH 27
	8.7
	13.2
	12.5
	12.8
	10.2
	8
	10.9

	PAN 53
	8.6
	12.5
	11.9
	12.5
	9.8
	9.2
	10.75

	PAN 63
	7.8
	10.4
	9.5
	10.5
	9.2
	8.7
	9.35

	PAN 67
	8.2
	9.6
	10.3
	10.2
	9.3
	8.5
	9.35

	PAN 4M 19-6
	8.6
	8.5
	9.7
	9.5
	9.6
	8.9
	9.133333

	PHB 30G 19
	9.6
	11.5
	12.3
	12.4
	10.5
	9.3
	10.93333

	PHB 30D 79
	8.8
	10.5
	11.2
	10.7
	9.8
	9.5
	10.08333

	SC 403
	8.6
	9.5
	9.2
	9.3
	9
	8.8
	9.066667

	SC 627
	9.5
	10.7
	10.6
	9.8
	9.6
	9
	9.866667

	SC 719
	10.2
	12.6
	14.2
	14.5
	11.5
	9.5
	12.08333

	ZM 523
	6.8
	8.9
	9
	8.8
	7.8
	7.2
	8.083333

	ZM 623
	7.7
	8.4
	8.9
	8.5
	8.6
	8.2
	8.383333

	ZM 721
	8.4
	8.7
	8.5
	8.8
	8.5
	8.7
	8.6
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