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Abstract 

Statement of the Problem 

A considerable body of research has emerged in organic agriculture literature to better understand how 

farmers choose between two alternatives, ‘adopt’ or ‘do not adopt, by focusing on the classical 

comparison of conventional and organic farmers. Although new research suggests that the motives of 

farmers who are under conversion should be taken into account, the corresponding literature in research is 

underestimated. The importance of analyzing the differences in the groups is twofold. First, the motives 

for conversion might change during the time. While current studies provide outcomes on the 

characteristics, motives for conversion and adoption, the proved findings in this respect are to have been 

fundamentally altered by developments in the organic sector. Second, there has been a rapid growth in 

organic farming. Laterally, some researchers have argued that the growth of organic farming may 

diminish its sustainability because of the incorporation of more elements of conventional agriculture to 

the organic practices. The ‘conventionalization’ dilemma which is the argument for this paper, has thus 

been hypothesized for the accelerated organic movement.  In the study , we investigate whether the 

newcomers support weakening some of the distinctiveness of organic vis-à-vis conventional farming, by 

presenting either business-oriented characteristics or idealistic attributes. 

Methodology and theoretical orientation 

The face-to-face interview surveys of 432 farmers were conducted. Following descriptive statistics and 

bivariate analysis, the logit model, binomial and multinomial logit analyses were employed for the 

purpose of the study.  

Findings 

The individual responses on adoption between the groups and the significant charatecristics of the  

potential converters show the growth and changing tendency of conversion in the light of the 

conventionalization hypothesis. 

 



Conclusion & Significance 

The early findings suggest that, for more effective policy measures, the current state of diffusion has to be 

taken into consideration. Our findings make an empirical contribution to the current literature by 

assessing the conversion characteristics of the newcomers. The implications help to improve manifold 

development and extension activities promoted by policy makers on organic farming.  
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