Performance of improved medium maturity cowpea varieties in South Africa. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Cowpea, Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp, is an important grain legume in many tropical and subtropical countries. It is rich in protein, carbohydrate, fibre, minerals, and a good source of animal fodder as well as a biological nitrogen fixer in the soil. In South Africa, cowpea production is constrained by unavailability of improved varieties. Therefore, efforts were made to introduce and evaluate new improved varieties. Twenty five medium maturity improved varieties from IITA, Nigeria were evaluated during 2015-16 to select adapted varieties for cultivation. During trial evaluation, data were collected on flowering, maturity, pod numbers, hundred seed weight, grain and fodder yields. Significant differences (P < 0.05) were obtained for 50% flowering, with a range of (50-74 days); maturity (70-99days); pod length (8-24cm); number pods per plant (32-169), 100-seed weight (15-27g) grain and  fodder yields (1000-3400kg ha-1 and 2500-5503kg ha-1). The improved varieties performed better than the local control, Glenda. Top performers for each trait measured were selected for hybridization purposes for the development of better and well adapted varieties. In addition, selected top yielding varieties will be tested in multi-locational trials, and will be registered and released for cultivation in tested environments. 
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