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Livestock sector and bovine breeding are traditional activities in Romania. Livestock contribute to human food and nutrition security directly, covering consumer needs and generating income for the rural population. The diversity of products produced, low power consumption and animal feed nature provides business sustainability and prosperity. Milk is one of the animal food products of major importance in human food. As part of a balanced diet, milk and dairy products can be an important source of dietary energy, protein and minerals.
The Romanian milk sector has the potential for sufficient production to cover domestic needs, including for the export of dairy products. After EU integration, national milk production was between 53.3 million hl in 2008 and 44.5 million hl in 2016.The sector has registered an overall reduction of over 20%, due to lower national herds of animals and an average consumption of 60 l / capita, below European average. Although in 2016 there was a slight revival of the dairy sector, during the analyzed period imports of raw milk increased by about 30%, respectively by over 40% value. The Romanian dairy market is estimated at 1.5 billion liters and at an average of 160 million euros annually, reaching 1 billion euros cumulated with other dairy products. 2016 year’s, marked by the acquisition of Albalact, the largest Romanian company by the French group Lactalis, led to an increase in the market share of the French company to 40%, and a new concentration of the market, dominated by Lactalis, Danone and FrieslandCampina. Foreign capital dominates the national milk sector, in the top 10 being only 2 Romanian companies in 2016. 
The recovery of the national market requires government measures to support the sector and promote the consumption of dairy products.
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