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	Guava is commercially propagated through seeds in Pakistan resulting in segregation of valuable genetic characteristics. Clonal propagation through cuttings is highly desirable, yet success depends upon various factors i.e. age of cuttings, nature and part of plant used (softwood & hardwood), propagation time, media used and treatment with growth regulators etc. Present study was carried to optimize the best dose of IBA (0.2%, 0.4%, 0.6%) for dipping of guava soft wood cuttings - SWCs (five minutes) as compared to control, and to find the most suitable plantation time (Feb., Mar., Aug., & Sept.). Study was conducted at Horticultural Research Institute, AARI, Faisalabad, Pakistan (31.4504° N & 73.1350° E) during 2014-15, repeated during 2015-16 and 2016-17. SWCs (12-15 cm long) having 4-5 nodes with healthy leaves were prepared from current season growth of five years old guava plant (variety – Gola). Treated cuttings were planted in raised beds (3ft x 4ft x 0.75ft) covered with polythene sheet with maintaining relative humidity (80-85%) and temperature (25-28 °C). Treatment of cuttings with 0.4% IBA planted during September showed highest survival percentage (58.8%), branch length (13.7 cm) and number of leaves/ plant (26.1) recorded after 60 days. Highest number of roots/ plant (27.7) recorded at transplantation (90 days from planting) were also found for the same treatment and time. Overall, treatment of guava SWCs with IBA improved survival success as compared to control. The study validated the potential of clonal propagation of guava through SWCs to preserve genetic purity and productive traits.     
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