[bookmark: _GoBack]Problems and prospects of cassava production in Rivers State, Nigeria: A case study of Oyigbo local government area.


A.G. Iyagba and S.O.Anyanwu

Department of Crop Science, Rivers State University of Education, Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Department of Agricultural Economics & Extension, Rivers State University of Education, Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Corresponding E-mail: apegragba@yahoo.com



















Agriculture and Rural Development: CASSAVA FARMING AS A CROP TO TRIGGER RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN LAGOS NIGERIA.

The World as we know is increasing by the day, each day there is an addition in the population of the world hence the increase in Agricultural produce is key to man’s survival. In the next 20 – 50yrs the world must produce more food but unfortunately we are currently using resources 50% faster than the planet can sustain. 
Agriculture is an important tool for growth and development in any Nation as any country that can’t feed itself is considered poor, Nigeria is Africa’s most populous black nation with a population of over 170 million and Agriculture providing jobs for over 30% of the country’s population, there is huge opportunities available in Agricultural activities in Nigeria with over 100 Food and cash crops with huge domestic food and industrial products application and with cassava projected to generate over $100Billion annually in Nigeria, efforts should be made to shift to Mechanized farming so as to increase produce, hence meeting the needs of the country’s growing population.

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation:
Research was conducted through Interviews and information from the internet were also accessed. Results showed that most farmers have limited funds as a result of banks refusal to accept arable land as collateral this in return limit farmers opportunity of accessing loans which in return discourages foreign investments, “account of the failure of Nigerian banks to accept agricultural land as collateral security for loan, many investors have relocated to other countries like Ghana So With the right government policy, the country can make an annual income of N20tn from cassava cultivation.
Question asked are, how do we meet the demand of the growing population, how do we improve our agricultural produce, how do we improve the lives of those living in the rural communities, how do we provide our population with quality crops and live stocks, how do we encourage Farmers, how do we encourage our younger ones to forget the cities and stay back in the rural areas to work in farms?

Findings:
The farmers met were old and mostly illiterates with no knowledge of modern farming techniques and farms visited were not large as a large farm would require more hands, most of the younger ones that should be helping are either not interested in farming or have left to the big cities in search of white collar jobs. Then younger ones have to be encouraged to go back to farming as the farmers continue to grow old farms are abandoned as no one is available or interested in farming and no better way than them seeing the benefits/gains of farming.

Conclusion and Significance:
There is huge opportunities available in Agricultural activities in Nigeria with over 100 Food and cash crops with huge domestic food and industrial products application. Cassava is projected to generate over $63,000,000 yearly for Nigeria, Cassava provides over 20 domestic food types for Nigerians which includes garri, fufu, lafun, starch, tapiocal, pupuru etc. At the same time, it has five major industrial products namely, ethanol, industrial starch, cassava flour, glucose syrup and sweetener. Incidentally, cassava is also a raw material for numerous utility items with limitless domestic and export market potential. Cassava can trigger massive industrial revolution that will earn Nigeria over N20tn yearly. Efforts are to be made to shift to Mechanized farming, The Youths are to be encouraged to go back to the farms so as to increase produce, hence meeting the needs of the world’s growing population. We have to start now, to collaborate to solve humanity food needs.
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