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Тhe aim of the research presented in the paper is the sustainability of the wood processing industry in Albania. It is quite clear that sustainability is important for economic growth, productivity, innovation and employment. Thus, it should become an explicit policy priority of the Albanian government. As globalization reshapes the regional economic landscape and new technologies create greater uncertainty in the world economy, sustainability can offer ways to help meet new economic, social and environmental challenges. Although the effectiveness of the wood processing machineries is affected by many factors, such as the technical features, the velocity, the number of details that can be processed simultaneously, etc., the machinery utilization coefficient is of a high importance. 

This research, conducted through a survey among top wood-processing and  furniture manufacturing entrepreneurs during 2016, aims to identify the capacities of target companies in the field of sustainable wood-processing. The results revealed also the main obstacles and problems in financing their sustainable development as well as the main directions to be pursued to achieve a higher rate of sustainability.

Keywords: wood-processing, furniture-manufacturing, SMEs, industry, technology, sustainability

References

1. Barbu, M.C. (2009): Actual developments of the wood industry. Proceeding of 7th ICWSE, 4-6 June, Brasov, ISSN: 1843-2689, pp. 255-262 

2. Berger, S., (2006), How We Compete: What Companies around the World are Doing to Make it in Today’s Global Economy, Random House, New York.

3. Branko Glavonjić, Richard P. Vlosky, Gheorghe Florian Borlea, Slavica Petrović, and Predrag Sretenović (2009) The Wood Products Industry in the Western Balkan Region. Forest Products Journal: October 2009, Vol. 59, No. 10, pp. 98-111.

4. F.C. Filip, (2012) Contributions on implementing the efficient management methods specific for production systems, Ed. Univ.Transilvania, Brasov.

5. Lackovi, Z., Andrli, B., Lackovi, K. (2009): State and trends of implementing quality management in transitional conditions, University of Split, Faculty of Economics, Management, Journal of Contemporary Management Issues ,Vol.14. No. 2., p..81-92.

6. Niemz,  P;  Barbu,  M.C.;  Câmpean,  M.  (2010):  Ausbildung  auf  dem  Gebiet Holztechnologie in Osteuropa. AFZ-Der Wald. no.10, pp.42-43. 

7. Palmisano, S. (2006) The Globally Integrated Enterprise, in Foreign Affairs (May- June).

8. Puljiz, J. (2011): Analiza kapaciteta za korištenje EU fondova na županijskoj razini, Institute for International Relations, accessed on: June 1st 2016, available on: http://www. imo.hr/files/ regionalni- kapaciteti.pdf 
9. Wade, R. (2003), Governing the Market, Princeton University Press.
10. World Bank, World Development Indicators 2015, Washington DC.
11. World Economic Forum / NCC (2015): Global Competitiveness Report 2014-2015, accessed: 15th February 2016, available on: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GlobalCompetitiveness Report_ 2014-15.pdf

E. Çaushi, PhD. student at the Faculty of Forestry Sciences, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania, email acaushi@ubt.edu.al
