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Abstract

Very low forest area in Pakistan is a sustainability threat under present climate change scenario. An inevitable approach identified is to promote farm forestry by increasing number of trees on farmlands in various combinations. The approach needs serious efforts in dissemination, awareness and adoption of farm forestry envisaging role of forestry extension. Presently Forestry extension linkages especially public sector extension is very week in Pakistan Efforts are mainly limited to “tree planting days” campaigns and handful of advisory examples by the Forest Department and handful of other public sector organizations and NGOs. There is a dire need to have a separate extension service. Present investigation examine the status of extension as perceived by the farmers and feasibility of the blend of agriculture and forestry departments in extending joint ventures towards farm level tree planting. Systematic Sampling technique was employed to randomly select 128 respondents belonging equally to FF (growing trees) and NFF (not growing trees) in D.I.Khan district of KPK Province for administering interview schedule. Results reinforced the fact that farmers pay less visits to the Forest Department for information and advice showed that there is lack of farm forestry extension. The less trees on farmlands however was not perceived as to be due to the lack of extension personnel. Farmers’ visits and interest to get information and advice from Agriculture Department showed trust on Agricultural staff and highlighted the need for the combination of the two departments in pooling resources and skills that can best be utilised to provide effective extension services in the best interest of the farmer to encourage them to plant trees on farmlands.
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