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Fertilizers are used extensively for ornamental plants to ensure production of high quality crops. These fertilizers provide essential nutrients for plant growth. Fertilization also influences chrysanthemum productivity and postproduction longevity. Present study was planned to observe the effects of foliar application of NPK on chrysanthemum productivity and post production longevity. Fertilizer solution containing 350 ppm, 150 ppm, 345 ppm of nitrogen phosphorus and potassium respectively was prepared. Different percentages i.e. 20%, 50%, 100% 150% and 200% of that solution were taken and sprayed twice a week on potted chrysanthemum. Spray of micropower (solution of different micronutrients) was also applied at a constant rate of 150 ml/20 L of water to provide the micronutrients. Various growth parameters viz plant height, number of leaves, number of branches, flower size, flower stem length etc. were increased with increasing fertilization rate and began to decline when fertilization rate exceeded beyond 150% (T4) of the treatment levels. Fertilization also influenced mean production time (from transplanting to flower opening). Lowering fertilization to 20% (T1) lengthen mean production time (84 to 88 days). Mean postproduction longevity was shortened from 27 to 24 days when plants were fertilized with 20% (T1) of the treatment level.
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