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Lower Brooding Temperature can Cause of Ascities 
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Modern chicken are able to produce more meat than their ancestors however the pulmonary and cardiac ability is very much alike for the present and old day broilers. So the inadequacy between their cardiopulmonary system to supply oxygen and the physiological needs increases the incidence of metabolic disorders such as ascites, caused by interaction between environment, genetic and physiology. Lower temperature results in an increase in feed intake that requires more air supply for metabolism but in order to maintain temperature the air supply is reduced as a consequence ascites will occur. In addition nutrient dense diet, more feed intake, high energy pelleted feed and mycotoxins increase the incidence of ascites. Due to the overload volume of ventricle, the hemodynamic pressure imbalance generates ascites. Major organs such as heart, lung and liver are involved in this condition. From the last many years efforts are going on to find the solutions to ascites stress in chicken and in this regard certain strategies have been suggested such as reduce the requirement of metabolic oxygen of chicken by reducing growth, delay early fast growth rate, maintain tolerable brooding temperature, Intermittent lighting to reduce the duration of feeding, by addition of ascorbic acids at the rate of 50mg/kg diet, feeding mash diets to broiler chickens. We concluded that ascites is the issue that is responsible for deaths during brooding or in areas of cold weather conditions but proper management and careful control on airflow can reduce this problem in chicken.
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