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Abstract 
This study examines the role of grain crops farming in economic diversification of Kogi State. The purpose of the study was to provide farmers the relevance and functions of grain crops farming in the area based on the study, the instrument used in the research was the questionnaire. Findings show that there is high value of grain crops production during planting and harvesting of crops. The study also revealed that grain crops provides raw material needed for ensuring continuing supplied of food to meet up the rapid population of the world. More so, there is change in demographic grain crops. The study further recommend greater attention to grain crops diversification by the state government. Also organic manures should be used to replenish the depletion of soil fertility through direct application or crop rotations and insertion of green manure crops and other food legumes in the cropping system.
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Introduction
	The role of grain crop farming in economic diversification in Kogi State; has been greatly affected by ignorance and other problems. Indeed; blessed with abundant land and water resources; the agricultural sector of the people in state has a high potential for growth; but this potential is not being realized. Productivity is low and basically stagnant. Farming systems; which are mostly small in scale; are still predominantly subsistence-based and for the most part depend on the vagaries of the weather. Many agricultural policies have also been ineffective either because their impacts have been swamped by macro policies affecting inflation; exchange rates; and the cost of capital. Recognizing these challenges the Federal Government of Nigeria has identified the modernization of the agricultural sector as a major priority. The result from the Global Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) framework; that estimate the growth potential of agriculture in Nigeria shown that 10% (percent) technological progress in the oil sector gives the largest welfare benefits in dollar terms ($142.70 million); when abstract for size several food and agricultural sectors have a value that is higher than that for the oil sector. Some subsector in the agricultural sectors (e.g cattle; fruit and vegetables) out perform some of the oil and manufacturing sectors in terms of return to investment. It is recognized that the role of grain crop farming in economic diversification helps achieve food security; improved human nutrition and increased rural employment. It can also impact favourably on soil fertility and pest incidence.
	However; there is need to carry out a research with particular reference to Kogi State with a view of ascertain its place in the agricultural sectors in the economic development.   	
Problems of the study 
This work investigates the role of grain crop farming in economic diversification in Kogi state. The resultant effect of course is not more than collapse of the agricultural sectors. Many questions usually boarder the minds of people such as:
· Is the problem related to change in consumer demand?
· Is there change in demographics?
· Are the problems related to export potentials? 
· Are the problems related to change in marketing opportunities? 
At this point, the research shall provide answers to the above.
	Purpose of the Study
	This study will focus on the role of grain crop farming in economic diversification in Kogi state. It will also find out the relevance and functions of grain crop farming in the area.
	Significance of the Study 
	The findings of this study will be of great important to the society; youth and old. It will be a useful reference material and study to students educational institutions and socio-cultural organization in Kogi state.
	Research Questions
	The following research questions are to be answered in this study.
-	Do urbanization diversify high value of grain crops in Kogi state?
-	Do bad weather fluctuate the prices of grain crops?
-	Do domestic policy affect grain crop farming?
-	Do external policy diversify grain crop farming? 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
	Agriculture is a way of life that involves production of animals;  fishes, crops and forest resources for the consumption of man and supplying of agro-allied products required by our sectors. It is seen as the inherited and dominant occupation employing about 70% of Nigerians; Emmanuel (2015). Though; subsistence agriculture is practiced in this part of the world most especially Kogi State of Nigeria. It will not be an overstatement to say that it is the life wire of the people in kogi state in respect to the role of grain crops farming in economic diversification of which agriculture remains the dominant sector in the rural areas of kogi state ( Aguba, 2012).
Impact of Agricultural Sector on Nigeria Economic Growth
	In October 1960; agriculture was the dominant sector of the economy of Nigeria. It contributes about 70% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This employs about the same percentage of working population and accounting for about 90% of the federal government revenue (CBN 2005). The early period of post-independence until the mid-1970’s saw a rapid growth of industrial capacity and output as the contribution of the manufacturing sector to GDP rose from 4.8% to 8.2% (Adesina 2015). This pattern changed when oil suddenly became importance to the world economy.
	Crude oil was first discovered in commercial quantity in Nigeria in 1956; while actual production started in 1958; Adesina (2015). It became the dominant resources in the mid 1970s. The massive increase in oil revenue as an aftermath of the middle East war of 1973 created an unprecedented unexpected and unplanned wealth of Nigeria. The relative attractiveness of the urban centre made many able bodied Nigerians to migrate from hinder land; abandoned the farm lands for the cities and hoping to partake in the growing and prosperous (oil driven) urban economy. This created social problems of congestion; provision; unemployment and crimes. 
	Aigbokhan (2001), Notwithstanding the enviable position of oil sector in the Nigeria economy over the past three decades; the agricultural sector has remained the largest and arguably the most important sector of the economy. Agriculture contributes to the gross work force in Nigeria. It is estimated to be the largest contributor to non-oil foreign exchange. A strong agricultural sector is essential to economy development both to stimulate and support the growth of industries.   
	Ukeje (1999); stated that economy growth has gone hand in hand with agricultural progress, bad times in agriculture is the principal explanation for poor economy performance= while rising agricultural activities has seen the most encomiast of successful industrialization. The labour-intensive character of the sector reduces its contribution to the GDP.
      	Manyang; et al (2003), like in most developing countries, agriculture remains the backbone of the Nigeria economy. Typically it is the largest source of employment. Often two third or more of the population is dependent on this livelihood on farming. It’s is a well-known fact that Nigerians comparative advantage in the production of certain food and other agricultural commodities can earn foreign exchange for imports of other food. It has been recognized that sustained agricultural development required striking an appropriate balance between investments that are directly productive in agriculture and investment in infrastructure. Poor infrastructural services in developing countries will lead to low productivity. Much of the high productivity of agriculture in the developed countries is as a result of massive form of investment over many years in physical and institutional infrastructure Aguba (2012).
	Conversely, the low productivity of agriculture in many developing countries reflects among other things; limited investment in rural roads and elasticity. This streams from the concentration of public investments in urban areas; where the unit cost of providing services is typically less and logistic are problem fever.
	According to the financial organization of Nigeria’s data (2003), oil still accounts for our significant revenue (gearing towards 80%) and virtually 100% of our export earnings. Though agriculture (particularly biological science; placental mammal, and fishing) is shown to functions as the primary activity of the bulk of Nigerians. It’s clear that we have a tendency to use agriculture strictly as personal survival methods rather than as a calculated effort to warming the engine of our country’s economy; Adesina (2015). This is really where our National economic downside lies.
	Emmanuel (2015); the gospel of economic salvation cannot be preached without reference to agricultural development. Agriculture is the major and most crucial path to financial progress and prosperity. It encompasses all side of human activities be it the art; act and culture. Nursing science of products production through the cultivation of land and management of plants and animals creates an active web-chain that satisfies social and economic wants. Agriculture is the mainstay of mankind. In this; wise nations all over the world makes it a priority by developing and exploiting this sector for the maintenance of their abundant population through the earning of revenue for development purposes. Furthermore; today we can state that there is corruption and different forms of indiscipline. All these work against all factors of life. Mostly all, economic production, whereas several nations in the world are working hard and reaping their harvests in this direction. Nigeria happens to stay among the few that have been exceedingly simple-minded from their past wonderful heights  in agriculture. She is all the way down to a close to zero scales of agricultural production surely; this neglect is as a result of unconcerned and ill-purposeful leadership.	
Production Stagnant of Grain in Nigeria 
Nigerian’s grain production began to stagnate with governments  lowering support to agricultural efforts over the last two years; Onwordi (2014). The country’s devaluing currency is expected to sustain rising domestic food prices; the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA). Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) said in an April 6 report that the factors that makes foods prices relatively cheaper for consumers in neighboring countries; result to increasing demand for Nigerian grains in countries around the Sahel region. These emerging developments could indicate potential threats to Nigeria’s food security.
	Sources indicate that competition from neighboring countries has promoted informal exports of Nigerian grains by 40% reportedly; the country’s highest agricultural export level over the last years.
	According to FAS (2017); Nigeria’s  market year 2017-2018 production for wheat; rice, corn and sorghum is set at about 16.3 million tons. Representing a slight drop from the current market year 2016-2017 estimate of nearly 16.5 million tons. Overall market year 2017-2018 imports will likely decline by nearly 30% to 6.6 million tons from 6.8 million tons in market year 2016-2017. Market year 2017-2018 exports are noted at 850,000 ton. It is an increase of more than 21% over that of market year 2016-2017 due to growing demand in neighbouring landlocked Countries; the report said. Over the last two years; market prices have been doubling just as cost of farming inputs such as fertilizers; farm labour and agro-chemicals. Declining purchasing power and the Nigerian governments lack of funds to continue with grain purchasing for strategic grain reserve also are discouraging farmers from increasing production Audu (2016).
	According to Lamido (2008); there are few farmers who are able to export to neighbouring countries, where prices are higher and cover local production costs. However; the majority remains to be mostly subsistence farmers. The Nigerian government continues to face challenges with conserving the country’s depleting value of its local currency. The naira despite measures initiated by Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN). in 2015 that excluded importers of 41 selected goods including rice and services from officially accessing foreign exchange. The excluded items classified as “not valid for Forex” would not be funded at the interbank from proceeds of exports or supported with part clearance issued by CBN even when foreign exchange is procured from the legitimate market at high costs. This translated into a technical barrier to trade for the affected products.
	In June 2016, the Nigeria government reviewed the earlier foreign exchange policy and replaced it with the current “single rate flexible” forex measure. Through this action, the government aimed to increase its forex supply. However; rising demand continued to outplace the increasing supply, this lead to continue local currency depreciation in the informal market. Presently; the exchange rate on the informal market was around 500 naira to 1 dollar compared to the official rate of 320 naira to 1 dollar.
	Nigerian continues to employ trade restrictions such as high tariffs; levies, import bans and other measures to protect its domestic agriculture, despite the country’s membership to the World Trade Organization (WTO). The country’s current trade-threatening measures on essential grains such as rice; wheat and maize will likely continue in the upcoming year. According to Ahmad (2003); levies continue to be imposed on wheat imports and this will likely remain in force along with the technical import ban on rice and other food/agricultural items classified as “Not valid for Forex”. Import ban on corn was lifted about 10 years ago; however, “special clearance” is required before any buyer could import corn. This situation was expected to remain during market year 2017-2018.
	“In late January 2017; the Nigeria government re-launched the Growth Enhancement Scheme (GES) to provide support to farmers through subsidized agricultural inputs”. De Uk (2003). Despite this news; rural/small holder farmers and cottage agric businesses, which contribute to over 80% of the country’s agricultural production, continue to note the absence of government support which helped increase agricultural productivity under previous administrations and better economic conditions.
	Conversely, the few large-scale agro-businesses note that the Nigeria government’s withdrawal of support; especially the growth enhancement scheme allows them to better plan as government support was typically provided towards the end of the production season when it was least beneficial.
Contribution of Agriculture to Economic Development   
	Pat (2003); posits that importance of agriculture cannot be over-emphasized in the continent and particularly in Nigeria. We cannot pretend and neglect the importance of agriculture in the economic progress of our nation.       
	World Bank (2003); shows that more than seventy percent of Nigerians live below poverty level (which is less than a dollar per day). This implies that there has been an astronomical decline in the levels of the financial condition of Nigerians from independence today. This is one thing we all ought to be ashamed of. Nevertheless, it is a scenario which can be remedied. Nigerian has been endowed with a large array of agricultural potentials, from types of crops to varieties of animals and plants and natural agricultural supportive factors like forests; waters; sands and most of all human –resources that are being under-used (or not even used as at now). We’ve got it all. Nevertheless, we have a tendency to lose it all, which is why we are hungry in the face of plenty to eat.   
Agriculture; as the “engine house” of world economies, has to be overhauled and repaired so that the tears of the Nigerian nation might dry up. This could only be done when the government starts investing substantial capital into the sector. 
	The Bank insurance firms; co-operatives and individual teams and corporate investors should be inspired to invest in this sector. In fact, the Nigerian Banks  particularly can’t be allowed to outline their; over-popularized and over-advertized “universal banking system” without relating it to agriculture. Insurance corporations truly have to begin picking interest in the area of agriculture to present it some safety and confidence. 
	The farmers have to start getting long-standing visions that can excel a sustainable private and public economy in growth terms. Our legislators ought to start thinking pro-actively on ways to enact economic laws that encourage and boost agricultural production; in addition to legislation that creates a free atmosphere for its sustainability and safe practice.
Methodology  
Research Design 
	This study is a survey research which was carried out in ten (15) villages in Kogi State. The populations include, elderly and young men who were farmers respectively.
	More so, the criterion for the choice of the villages selected for this research was based on random sampling technique.  
	Population of the Study 
	The total population for this study includes one hundred (100); farmers in the rural and township areas of Kogi State. Precisely districts four villages from Kogi west, five from Kogi central and six from Kogi east that made up of the population of the state. 

Method of Data Collection 
	This involved the use of questionnaire to collect data. The simple random sampling technique was used. This was used so that the areas can be fairly represented. The questionnaires were sent to the area of study for responses especially from the respondents.     
	Research Instrument 
	The instruments used in the research as pointed out earlier were questionnaire. It was designed by the researcher to find out the role of grain crop farming in economic diversification. 
	Administration of Questionnaire
	The information from the research was gathered through the administration of questionnaires and others. This information was directly related to the research problem and objectives.  In the administration of questionnaire; the researcher visited he study area several times to distribute and collect completed questionnaires. All the records were collected for analysis which was presented later in this work.  
	Method of Data Analysis 
	The responses were taken and converted to frequency tables to allow the researcher determine the percentage. The data were reported in the table with a brief comment arising from each table. The questionnaires were administered directly by the researcher and collected immediately after responses were given.    
	

Research question 1  
Do urbanization diversify high-value of grain crops in Kogi state?
Table 1: A table showing high-value of grain crops in urbanization.
	Responses
	Frequency 
	Percentages 

	Yes
	73
	73.7%

	No
	26
	26.3%

	Total
	99
	100%


Source: field survey September, (2018).
As shown in table 4.1 above over 73.7% respondents indicated that high value of diversify grain crops in urbanization. While 26.3% respondents did not agree that there is high value of diversify grain crops in urbanization. This means that in Kogi state there is diversify high-value of grain crops.
Research Question 2
Do bad weather fluctuate the prices of crops?
Table 2: A table showing the fluctuate bad weather to prices of grain crops
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentages

	Yes
	88
	88.9%

	No
	11
	11.1%

	Total 
	99
	100%


 Source: field survey September, (2018).
Table 4.2 shows that 88.9% of (88) respondents indicated that bad weather fluctuate the prices of grain crops. While 11.1% (11) respondents admitted that bad weather do not fluctuate the prices of grain crops. This means the farmer in Kogi state do recognize that bad weather fluctuates the prices of grains crops.
	


Research Question 3
Table 3: A table showing policy affecting domestic grain crops farming.
	Responses
	Frequency 
	Percentages

	Yes
	51
	51.55

	No
	48
	48.5%

	Total 
	99
	100%


Source: field survey, September (2018)
Table 4.3 above shows that 51.5% of (51) respondents agree that domestic policy do affect grain crops farming. While 48.5% (48) respondents admitted domestic policy do not affect grain crops farming. This means that domestic policy do play a role in grain crops farming in Kogi state. 
Research Question 4
Do external policy diversify grain crops farming?
Table 4: External policy diversify grain crop farming.
	Responses
	Frequency 
	Percentages

	Yes
	78
	78.8%

	No
	21
	21.2%

	Total 
	99
	100%


Source: field survey, September (2017)
 Table 4.4 shows that 78.8% of (78) respondents agree that external policy do help diversify grain crop farming. While 21.2% of (21) did not agree. This mean that external policy do play role in the diversify grain crop farming.
	Conclusion 
	The findings for the study have revealed the role of grain crops farming in economic diversification. It is hoped that these findings will be immense benefit to the farmers and the general public as a whole.

Recommendations
	The role of grain crops farming in economics diversification is one of the best options to increase farm income leading to food nutrition and ecological security as well as poverty alleviation in the study area. Therefore; greater attention should be paid to grain crops diversification by the state government. Grain crop diversification could be approached in two complementary and interactive ways;
a. Horizontal diversification through expanding the grain crops base by substituting and adding more grain crops into the cropping systems as commonly practiced by many countries. 
b. Through vertical diversifications in which downstream activities are undertaken to add value; indicating the stage of industrialization of the grain crops and their economic returns. Veridical diversification and value addition to achieve highest economic returns.
· Efforts should be made to identify high specially crops; new crops; off season varieties and production systems; and novel varieties of grain crops with comparative advantage; mainly fruits,. Vegetables and ornamentals to open up new opportunities for farmers.   
· Government should recognized the need for improved seed and other planting materials for effective grain crop diversification. 
· Effort should be made to minimize losses of high post-harvest of grain crops been produce in addition to meet the demands of the changing society.
· Organic manures should be used to replenish the depletion of soil fertility through direct application or crop rotations and insertion of green manure crops and other food legumes in the cropping system.
· There should be need for private sector in the development of modern agro-enterprises to infuse capital and technology into diversified grain crop systems for effective commercialization for long term sustainability. 
· Government should create a policy that would aim at organizing farmers into articulate association in order to achieve the desired objective.  
· Adequate attention should be given for proper maintenance of farm tools and  roads.
· The state government should set aside some amounts for the purchase and storage of surplus grains for used during scarcity.
· Government should expedite action on the restructuring of the agricultural credit guarantee scheme to enable small scale farmers who have no collateral, easy access to credit facilities.
· Efforts should be made by the state government to review previous policies on agriculture with a view to formulate a more coherent agricultural programme for within the states and local government areas.
· The state government should try injected retrenched workers into agriculture to help boost grain crops production in the district if given the necessary funds and equipment.  
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