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This keynote address examines the potential and possibilities of  harnessing social media technologies for enhancing global food security to mitigate against hunger and poverty plaguing our world. About 800 million people in the world are victims of chronic hunger, 98 %  of them living in developing countries (FAO, 2015).  About 9 million people die worldwide each year because of hunger and malnutrition. Out of a world population of  7 billion, 2 billion people suffer from micronutrient deficiency (IFPRI, Global Nutrition Report 2016)  Paradoxically, a world that has landed man on the moon and replete with dazzling scientific advances and technological breakthroughs still faces serious global food insecurity. Food security and insecurity are terms used to describe whether or not people have access to sufficient quality and quantity of food.  Improved food security is important for global reduction of hunger and poverty, and for economic development. The complex problem of food insecurity calls for a comprehensive multi- pronged approaches to solution. A case is made for use of social media for enhancing food security given its ability to create mass influences quickly. Example of social media include Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Skype, etc. Social media has become a channel that is revolutionizing both B2B and B2C communications in the global economy. A review and statistical analysis is done of current status of global hunger and food security. Factors causing food insecurity are identified and the modality, prospects and challenges of engaging social media technologies for promoting global food security are presented.
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