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Abstract
Non-compliance with tobacco legislation increases pest and disease outbeaks in tobacco. A study to examine factors influencing tobacco legislation non-compliance in Upper Muzarabani district of Zimbabwe was carried out in the 2014/15 tobacco growing season. The study used a cross-sectional data on 109 tobacco farmers and three in-depth interviews with key informants. Quantitative data were used to examine factors influencing noncompliance to tobacco legislation using frequencies and Fishers exact test. Qualitative data were used to establish reasons for farmer non-compliance with this legislation despite being aware of this act using the thematic analysis approach. There was no significant association (P>0.05) between the background characteristics and awareness of tobacco legislation. Most farmers (79.9%) knew the amount of fine to be paid for failing to destroy tobacco stalks, and 72.5% were aware of the stalk destruction date. About half of the respondents (52.3%) were previously issued with tickets, indicating noncompliance with the legislation by farmers. The qualitative results revealed that a lot of non-compliance was a result of poor enforcement, low penalty charges, and poor coordination of efforts among responsible stakeholders involved in the operations. There is need to promote awareness and enforce the tobacco legislation among farmers. There is need to revise the penalty so that it becomes a major deterrent to noncompliance. In view of climate change which may cause shifts in the onset of planting rains, revisiting tobacco stalk destruction dates stipulated in the legislation may be necessary.       
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