A STUDY ON VALUES OF GROWTH OF THE INVASIVE SPECIES, GOLDEN-BANDED GOATFISH UPENEUS MOLUCCENSIS
(BLEEKER, 1855) POPULATION IN ISKENDERUN BAY, NORTHERN MEDITERRANEAN SEA, TURKEY

Abstract:
In this study, the aim of the present study was to examine the population structure of Upeneus moluccensis in order to provide further knowledge and to compare the data with the studies before and thus help in the management of the golden-banded goatfish stock in the İskenderun Bay. Length-weight relationships, condition, and hepato-somatic index values of 370 golden-banded goatfish (Upeneus moluccensis) caught by the vessel, İdrisoğulları from İskenderun Bay were investigated monthly at a depth of 50-60 m in the years of 2016-2018. The measurements of the golden-banded goatfish were obtained, using with a dial caliper of 0.05 mm and a sensitive balance. Total lengths were 7.2–17.5 cm in females and 7.0–17.9 cm in males while total weight ranges for females and males were 3.91-64.26 g and 3.69-60.95 g., respectively. Sex ratio was found as 1:1.42, corresponding to 41.4% males and 58.6% females, in the favor of females (p<0.05). b values was estimated as 3.07 in all individuals (b>3.0) Values of the average condition and hepatosomatic index were found to be shown a similar pattern for male (1.088, 1.104) and female (1.124, 1.177), respectively (p>0.05).  The findings of this preliminary study are to hope to be basic data for next fisheries investigations.
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Öz

In this study, length-weight relationships, condition, and reproduction characteristics of 713 bleak (Alburnus alburnus L.) caught from the Çaygören Dam Lake were investigated monthly in the years of 2010-2012. Sex ratio was found as 1:1.04, corresponding to 49% males and 51% females. b values were estimated as 3.26 and 3.22 for females and males (b>3.0) Values of monthly conditions were found to be shown a similar pattern for both sexes. The values of hepatosomatic index were pointed out to be parallel with the values of condition factor. Spawning period of this species was determined to occur between April and August.
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