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ABSTRACT
The main purpose of this study is to investigate the role of DWET radio in enhancing
agricultural development in Tigray region Ethiopia. Radio is found to be the most preferred
mass medium to support development efforts in Ethiopia simply because the majority of
Ethiopians are farmers while the country’s level of illiteracy is significantly high. This study
sought to assess DWET geteratna agricultural radio program broadcasted on Tigray regional
state Ethiopia. Radio remains the most cost effective means of building awareness, and
supporting the adoption of modern new farming practices by farmers. Although radio is the most
popular mass medium, broadcast media houses hardly undertake surveys for agricultural
programs to find out the role of the programs aired. This study therefore provides an insight into
best approaches to agricultural programming for radio stations and stakeholders in the
agriculture sector.
This research project applies one model and two media theories namely: Paul Freire
Participatory communication model, Development media Theory and Diffusion of innovation
theory to show how the selection of topics and packaging of agricultural content impacts on
farmers„ approval of agriculture innovations. The researcher used, both qualitative and
quantitative to examine the validity of agricultural communication in the context of Tigray
Abreha we-atsbeha community farmers.
The research findings indicate that agricultural information is essential for increased
productivity and that radio is the preferred medium for sharing information on agriculture
innovations. The study reveals that Most of the farmers (95.9%) obtained agricultural
information through radio agricultural programmes. Too, farmers were adopted the information
disseminated through radio because of its relevancy and majority of the respondents (84.43%)
declared that they were still continuing applying the agricultural information they learned from
radio on their farmsteads. This high percentage could be attributed to the various benefits that
farmers got after applying the farm radio content on their farms. It is recommended that there is
need for improvement on agricultural information programmes to farmers through radio to
disseminate and teach farmers improved modern agricultural practices. So the research
concludes that ‘geteratna’ radio program had played important role in advancing agricultural
development of the community.
