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Abstract	
This paper examines the impact of agricultural trade liberalisation on agricultural total factor productivity (TFP)  growth in Africa using panel data for 13 countries from 2005-2016. We contribute to existing literature in two ways. Firstly, we analyze the impact of domestic agriculture support to provide a just reflection of the impact of agriculture trade liberalisation in spirit of the Agreement on Agriculture. Secondly, we invite the South-South versus South-North debate into the agriculture sector. We examine the impact of trade by source, split between trade with Africa and trade with outside Africa. Our analysis follows two stages. We start by computing the TFP growth for maize and rice using the Malmquist-DEA approach. We then use the Dynamic Fixed Effects (DFE) to estimate Panel Auto-Regressive Distributed Lag models. Mean TFP growth rates for maize and rice are found to be 0.999973 and 0.99522 respectively.  DFE estimates suggest that South-North trade provide relatively bigger and statistically significant productivity gains than South-South trade. We also find evidence that domestic agriculture support measures have a positive output effect but a negative productivity effect. In light of this, we appeal that domestic agriculture support should be refocused from producer payments to agriculture R&D and infrastructure development. With regards to South-North offering greater productivity gains, we suggest that in the interest of sustainable growth, Africa should still trade more with the global south. We take courage from recent global economic growth pattern where the global south is enjoying rapid growth against subdued growth in the north. 

Key Words: Agriculture Trade Liberalisation, Agriculture TFP, Panel ARDL.

