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Abstract
This study was therefore focused on comparative analysis of the Economic Efficiency of Male and Female Small-Holder Rice Farmers in Adamawa State. Primary data were collected from 378 randomly selected rice-farmers in Adamawa State. The data were analysed using both descriptive statistics and stochastic frontier function analysis. Socio-economic characteristics of rice-farmers in the area were identified. The result of maximum likelihood estimates revealed that the factors which influenced the technical efficiency of male farmers include age, education and access to extension services, whereas the in-efficiency factors for female farmers were educational status of the farmer, farming experience, and access to credit facilities. The determinants of allocative in-efficiency of male rice farmers include educational level of farmers, access to extension services and access to credit facilities; while those for female farmers were education, household size and access to credits. The study showed that male farmers had a mean economic efficiency of 0.72 as compared with 0.69 for the female farmers indicating that male rice farmers were more efficient than their female counterparts. It was therefore, recommended that government policy should encompass measures that promote rice farmers’ efficiency via access to agricultural resources and services at affordable prices, with particular emphasis on women farmers in Nigeria.
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