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Decades after independent, African countries has been battling to achieve escalating economic development through numerous means, including agribusiness. Yet, the main paradox is, Africa could not be able to feed itself, but relies heavily on imports.[endnoteRef:1] Although it has a perennial food security problem, Africa is increasingly seen as the region with the greatest potential to ease the concerns for future global food security.[endnoteRef:2] According to World Bank, the agroindustry is projected to be a $1 trillion industry in Sub-Saharan Africa by 2030, and should be at the top agenda for economic transformation and development.[endnoteRef:3] Hence, by identifying Africa’s potentials, i dream of an agribusiness industry with accelerating development through; ample agricultural output in food crops towards becoming a leader in the global food markets, increased employment and poverty reduction, fortifying high value non-food export agricultural production, adopting innovations and improved markets. [1:  Julius Kariuki (2011). The Future of Agriculture in Africa. The Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, Boston University. THE PARDEE PAPERS/No.15/ August 2011. ISBN 978-1-936727-02-5 www.bu.edu/pardee/research]  [2:  Ibid	]  [3:  The World Bank (2013). Growing Africa: Unlocking the Potential of Agribusiness. www.worldbank.org/africa/agribiz] 

A major triumph of Africa is; her potentials in agroindustry lies in its abundance land, human resources, knowledge and promising markets. Africa has 25 percent of the world’s arable land, yet it generates only 10 percent of global agricultural output. Africa equally has the potential to increase the annual agricultural output value to around $880billion by 2030.[endnoteRef:4] Global food production may need to increase by 70 percent by 2050 in order to feed the world’s growing population. Considering the demand, Africa has the abundant untapped agricultural resources to deal with these challenges.[endnoteRef:5] Therefore, recognizing these opportunities, i dream of increased agricultural productivity in agribusiness-through adopting methods of better access to land, improved agricultural mechanization and high yielding crop varieties,[endnoteRef:6] towards becoming a leader in the global food markets in other to boost economy. [4:  Julius Kariuki (2011). The Future of Agriculture in Africa. The Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, Boston University. THE PARDEE PAPERS/No.15/ August 2011. ISBN 978-1-936727-02-5 www.bu.edu/pardee/research]  [5:  Van Rooyen (2014). Towards 2050: Trends and Scenarios for African Agribusiness. International Food and Agribusiness Management Association Review / Volume 17 Special Issue B, 2014 ]  [6:  African Development Bank (AfDB), Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2017). African Economic Outlook 2017: Entrepreneurship and Industrialization. ISBN 978-92-64-27425-9 www.oecd.org/about/publishing/corrigenda.htm] 

	Further, i dream of an agroindustry with ample employment. According to AfDB[endnoteRef:7], Over 60% of African employment is in agriculture.[endnoteRef:8] Nevertheless, even with the immense opportunities of the industry, many African states still experience high level of unemployment particularly in middle-income countries. The AfDB estimates that half of all their youth are either unemployed or inactive.[endnoteRef:9] Considering the objectives of the coming decades of ensuring food security and creating wealth and jobs for an increasing and more urbanized population, i dream of the agribusiness industry to eliminate the remnant menace of unemployment in Africa through strengthening and fostering agricultural sub-sectors such as the agribusiness and agropreneurs that will advance more employment and raise incomes throughout the agribusiness value-chain, thereby creating prosperity and reducing poverty.  [7:  African Development Bank]  [8:  African Development Bank (AfDB), Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2017). African Economic Outlook 2017: Entrepreneurship and Industrialization. ISBN 978-92-64-27425-9 www.oecd.org/about/publishing/corrigenda.htm]  [9:  Ibid] 

	Beyond advancing employment, i dream of the Africa’s agroindustry to excel in non-food export agricultural productions. This requires steps to increase yield, open new land, and the shift to higher value export productions like cocoa, rubber and cotton. Recently, the Sub-Saharan Africa and the least developed countries have benefited from quotas providing preferential access to a lucrative sugar market in the European Union.[endnoteRef:10] In crops like cocoa, it is valued at about $6 billion in 2009 and providing livelihoods for an estimated 20 million people.[endnoteRef:11] As middle-income countries such as China consume more chocolate, the industry projects that demand will grow by an additional 25 percent in the next decade. That demand will be difficult to meet, given current production trends.[endnoteRef:12] Despite the marked production, yet productivity is still far below potential. As such, i dream of the Africa’s agribusiness to extend its potentials into excelling in non-food export production in other to meet the global demand, which in turn will serve as a driving force for economic development. [10:  OECD/FAO (2016), “Agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa: Prospects and Challenges for the Next Decade”, in OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025, OECD Publishing, Paris. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/agr_outlook-2016-5-en]  [11:  The World Bank (2013). Growing Africa: Unlocking the Potential of Agribusiness. www.worldbank.org/africa/agribiz]  [12:  Ibid] 

	In spite of all Africa’s potential in agribusiness, i dream of the agroindustry to adopt innovation systems and develop marketing system. Agricultural innovation is made up of three main domains including knowledge and education, business and enterprise and bridging institutions that facilitate knowledge transfer between the two other domains.[endnoteRef:13] Therefore, i dream of an innovative system that will entails a network of organizations, enterprises and individuals that will focus on bringing new products, new processes and new forms of organization into the economic use, together with institutions and policies that affect their behavior and performance in developing agroindustry and improving national and regional market and strengthening market institute, state capacity in marketing and business development services in other to transform the continents economy. [13: Alemayehu Koira (2014). Agribusiness in Sub-Saharan Africa: Pathways for Developing Innovative Programs for Youth and the Rural Poor. The MasterCard Foundation. August 2014.] 

	Finally, Africa’s industrialization in agriculture as a business can accelerate through adopting the methods of better land access, improving mechanization, high yield crops, fostering agribusiness and agropreneurs, increase yield, shift to high value non-food production, innovation adoption and developing market in other to fulfill my dream for Africa in agribusiness towards becoming a leader in global food markets, advance in employment and reducing poverty and becoming an industry with enhanced agribusiness productivity and developed market system.
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