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ABSTRACT 

Halaba special district is characterized by drought, soil erosion, high population pressure, poor livestock production, lack of feed for livestock, very deep water table, very low productivity of crops and food insufficiency. In order to address these problems, the woreda Agricultural Development office along with other management practices such as soil physical conservation measures agroforestry was introduced decades ago as a means to alleviate the problem. However, the level of agroforestry adoption remains low. Objective of this study was to identify the factors that influence adoption of agroforestry technologies by farmers in the district. Random sampling was employed to select two kebele administrations and respondents. Data collection was conducted by rural household questionnaire survey, participatory rural appraisal, questionnaires for local and woreda extension staff, secondary data resources and field observation. A sample of 12 key informants, 6 extension staffs and 182 households, were used in the data collection. Chi‑square test used to determine significant relationships between adoption of agroforestry and 15 selected variables.Out of which eleven were found to be significant to affect farmers’adoptiveness.  These were frequency of visits of farmers (13.39%), participation in 
training (11.49%), farmers’ attitude towards agroforestry practices(10.61%), frequency of visits of extensionists (10.38%), participation in extension meeting(10.34%), participation in field day(10.28%), land holding size(9.29%), level of literacy(8.78%), awareness about the importance of agroforestry technology packages(7.06%),time taken from their residence to nearest extension(5.04%) and gender of respondents(3.34%). This study also identified various factors that result in low adoption rates of agroforestry including fear of competition, seedling, rainfall and labour shortage, free grazing, financial problem, expecting trees as soil degrader & long span of trees and lack of need ranking. To improve farmers’ adoption, the factors identified should be well addressed by launching a series and recurrent outreach extension program appropriate and suitable to farmers need. 
Keywords: Technology packages, Farmers participation, Farmers attitude and soil degradation.
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