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Abstract
This study examined internship training with respect to job aspirations of undergraduates of agriculture in some selected universities, with the specific aims of describing the attitude of undergraduates of agriculture towards the internship training and also assessing their attitude towards agriculture as a profession.

Multistage sampling procedure was used to select two hundred (200) respondents from four (4) Federal Universities in southwestern Nigeria. The data was analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistics.
 Results showed that the mean age of the respondents was 24±2.33 years, with an average family size of 6 persons, majority (72.5%) of the respondents’ parents were educated up to the tertiary institution. Also, the results revealed that majority of the respondents in all the selected universities were indifferent toward the internship training been given to them (OAU, UI, FUNAAB, and FUTA were 82, 72, 72, 82 percent respectively).  Furthermore, majority (75%) of the respondents had indifferent attitude towards choosing agriculture as a profession. This could be as a result of dissatisfaction of the internship training they undergone. This study recommends amongst others that subsequent programmes should be all-inclusive, that is, satisfy the needs of prospective interns, and thus build their interest in agricultural sector.
Keywords: Internship Training, In-school youths, Agriculture
INTRODUCTION

Over the past decades, agriculture production has failed to keep pace with the growth in population and the poor performance of the agricultural sector becomes more glaring when compared with the average annual growth rate of about 6% for the economy as a whole over the same period. Agricultural exports have declined and domestic food production has failed to satisfy local demands. Food import bills have soared from N70 million in the 1970’s to some about trillion naira in the 21st century (Williams, 2005).  
However, the role agriculture has played in Nigeria’s economic life has decline tremendously (Mafimisebi, Oguntade, and Mafimisebi, 2010) as a result of the drudgery nature of agriculture due to overdependence on traditional methods of farming, investment in developing countries (Nigeria) usually discriminate against agriculture, backwardness of the rural areas where farming activities dominate, lack of social amenities in the farming areas, amongst others. Furthermore, the honour given to a farmer could be compared to that of a slave in the society where poverty, illiteracy are associated with farming.  This problem still persists where farmers are seen as a second class citizen and occupation for frustrated being or the poor people in the society. Perhaps, this negligence of agricultural sector by our leaders was as a result of  the oil sector which was opined to be the “money making venture” of the present day, but facing serious crisis as a result of the dwindling in the prices of its products in the international market.

Even with the introduction of the internship training to undergraduates of Agriculture which is aimed at producing graduates that are more practical and production oriented, better prepared to meet challenges of modern agriculture, and also more responsive to the needs of a fast changing profession (Omolaja, 2001), a lot of graduates of agriculture still prefer to work in a non-agricultural oriented sector in order to earn a living for themselves. This eventually led to persistent reduction in food supply and inadequate process in Nigeria agricultural sector development. In view of these, the study seeks to 

i. describe the attitude of undergraduates of agriculture towards the internship training

ii. assess the attitude of undergraduates of Agriculture towards agriculture as a profession

Hypothesis one: There is no significant relationship between attitudes of the undergraduates towards studying agriculture as a profession and their job aspiration.
Theoretical framework
The theory adopted for this study is choice theory. Choice theory was developed by William Glasser. He posited that behaviour is a choice made by an individual, based on his or her feelings and needs, and is therefore not determined by external circumstances (Heather 2010). In other words, the power lies within an individual to determine how he or she will respond to the demands of the social and physical environment (Elvin and Lionel, 2011). Choice theory ascertained that human beings have five basic needs namely basic survival needs such as food, shelter amongst others, love and Belonging, power, freedom, and fun. There is an idea world known as quality world, which is a combination of both cognitive and visual pictures and perceptions that represent what people found to be meaningful in their lives. This is use in deciding what they would like to experience repeatedly. Until this quality world is achieved, an individual may not be satisfied because people, things, and beliefs they have discovered that most satisfy their needs are found (Glasser 1997)

Methodology

The study was conducted in four selected Federal Universities namely; Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), University of Ibadan (UI), Federal University of Technology (FUTA), and Federal University of Agriculture, (FUNAAB).
The four universities were purposive selected in the South West region of Nigeria because of availability of agricultural courses. Final year or fifth year students were purposively selected for the study because they had undergone internship training in their fourth year of study in their respective institutions. A total of thirty seven (37) departments were selected. A proportionate sampling technique was used to select fifty (50) students in each institution. In all, two hundred (200) respondents were selected in the study area.

Descriptive statistics like frequency counts, percentages, while inferential statistics such as Chi-square (x²) and correlation (r) were used to analyze the data.

Socioeconomic characteristics of respondents

Data in Table 1 reveal that the mean age of the respondents was 23.74years, where larger percent (60%) of the respondents were male, and more than half (60%) of their parents are civil servant, who completed tertiary institution. This finding is in agreement with Yusuf (2005). The results show that respondents were old enough to make choices of their own independent of external influence, and also have educated parents who can serve as guardians in decision making process.
Respondents’ Attitude towards the internship training
Data in Table 2 show that majority of the respondents in all the selected universities were indifferent toward the internship training been given to them (OAU  was 82%; UI was 72%; FUNAAB was 72%; while in FUTA was 82%). This implies that the respondents were not convinced enough to have acquired the necessary practical skills and knowledge that could help them for future practice. Thus, there is a gap between the expected skills from the respondents, and the trained skills by their institutions. Although they were trained, but didn’t meet their present needs, which most of the respondents saw as waste of time and resources. 
Attitude towards Agriculture as a Profession

Data in Table 3 reveals that in OAU, higher percent (48%) of the respondents disagreed that “Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria”, 54 percent disagreed that “Agriculture is all about farming”, and 68 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that “The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector.” These statements topped the lists. This implies that many of the respondents see a future in agricultural sector, but the impetus to pursue it as a profession is very low. Thus, leading to their indifference attitude towards agriculture as a profession.
Data in Table 4 reveals
that in UI, majority (76%) of the respondents strongly agreed that “The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector’’, half (50%) of them disagreed that “White collar job is better than field or farm work’’, while half (50%) of them strongly disagreed that “I would not want any of my children to study agriculture.’ This implies that respondents believed that the development of the country is hinged on agricultural sector, yet they lack interest in practicing it. Hence, they are indifferent which has a negative influence for sector. 

Data in Table 5 reveals in FUNAAB, data in Table 3 reveal that 78 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that “The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector’’, 54 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that “The profession will give me satisfaction and self-respect”, while 50 percent strongly disagreed that 
Table 1

Showing the demographic characteristics of the respondents

	

	Frequency
	     N = 200

Percent
	

	Age
	
	
	

	Below 20
	9
	4.5
	Mean =23.74

S. D = 2.332

	21 – 25
	144
	78.5
	

	26 – 30
	32
	16
	

	Above 30
	2
	1
	

	Parents’ working year
	
	
	

	below 10
	5
	2.5
	Mean =28.2

S. D = 8.64

	11 – 20
	24
	12
	

	21 – 30
	132
	66
	

	31 – 40
	33
	16.5
	

	41 – 50
	3
	1.5
	

	Above 50
	3
	1.5
	

	Sex
	
	
	

	Male
	120
	60
	

	Female
	80
	40
	

	Years of education
	
	
	

	Below 15
	4
	2
	Mean =18.69

S. D = 8.64

	16 – 20
	160
	80
	

	21 – 25
	35
	17.5
	

	Above 25
	1
	0.5
	

	Marital status
	
	
	

	Single
	197
	98.5
	

	Married
	3
	1.5
	

	Parents’ level of education
	
	
	

	Did not go to school
	4
	2
	

	Completed primary school
	10
	5
	

	Completed secondary school
	41
	20.5
	

	Completed tertiary education
	145
	72.5
	

	Religion
	
	
	

	Christianity
	177
	88.5
	

	Islam
	21
	10.5
	

	Others
	2
	1
	

	Parents Occupation or profession


	
	
	

	Farming/Agricultural related job
	9
	4.5
	

	Business/management
	48
	24
	

	Civil service
	97
	50
	

	Private Sector
	13
	6.5
	

	Others
	30
	15
	

	Total
	
	100
	


Field Survey, 2012
Table 2
Showing the decision Table for Students’ attitude toward the internship training in the selected Universities                                                                                               

N = 50
	
	Attitude
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	

	
OAU
	
	
	
	Mean= 34.60

SD =8.408

	<26.19
	Favourable
	0
	0
	

	26.19-51.42
	Indifferent
	41
	82
	

	>51.42
	Unfavourable
	9
	18
	

	Total
	
	
	100
	

	UI
	
	
	
	Mean= 41.74

SD= 6.682

	<35.06
	Favourable
	8
	16
	

	35.06 - 48.42
	Indifferent
	36
	72
	

	>48.42
	Unfavourable
	6
	12
	

	Total
	
	
	100
	

	FUNAAB
	
	
	
	Mean = 43.26

SD = 6.636

	<36.62
	Favourable
	9
	18
	

	36.62- 49.9
	Indifferent
	36
	72
	

	>49.9
	Unfavourable
	5
	10
	

	Total
	
	
	100
	Mean = 44.56

SD = 6.716

	<37.84
	Favourable
	4
	8
	

	37.84- 51.28
	Indifferent
	41
	82
	

	>51.28
	Unfavourable
	5
	10
	

	Total
	
	
	100
	


OAU – Obafemi Awolowo University, UI – University of Ibadan, FUNAAB – Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, FUTA – Federal University of Technology, Akure.

SD – Standard deviation

Source: Field survey, 2012

“Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living’’. This is the reason for their indifference attitude.

In FUTA, data in Table 6 reveal that 78 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that “The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector’’, 58 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that “Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria”, while 52 percent strongly disagreed that “Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living.’’ This implies that the respondents believed in the future of the nation through revamping agricultural sector.

This can further be explained in subsequent points. In Obafemi Awolowo University, higher percent (60%) of the respondents had to develop interest in studying agriculture as a discipline over the years during their course of study. By implication, they had negative perception about choosing agriculture has a profession. However, it would require time and reinforcement of relevant information vis-à-vis agriculture in order to change their perception for a chosen career. A few (44, 30 and 14 percent) of the respondents in UI, FUNAAB and FUTA respectively had to develop interest in studying agriculture as a discipline over the years during their course of study. This could be a major reason for their indifference attitude towards having a profession along agricultural line.
Summary and conclusions
The results revealed that majority of the respondents had indifferent attitude towards the internship training programme in all the selected Universities. Also, In FUTA, FUNAAB and UI, many respondents had favourable attitude towards agriculture as a chosen career unlike in OAU where higher percent of the respondents had to develop interest in the course.
It was revealed that internship training was unable to change attitude of the respondents, even discouraged them more. This is because the needs of most interns were not inclusive in the packaged programme in the respective Universities selected. In view of this, it is recommended that schools should also consider the needs of prospective interns before the commencement, and be included in the planning process of the programme.
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Table 3
Showing scores of students’ attitude toward studying agriculture in Obafemi Awolowo University






N = 50

	STATEMENTS
	SA

X (%)
	A

X (%) 
	U

X (%)
	D

X (%)
	SD

X (%)

	1. Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria.
	5

(10)
	10

(20)
	8

(16)
	24

(48)
	3

(6)

	2. Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living.
	1


(2)
	0

(0)
	2

(4)
	24

(48)
	23

(46)

	3. I had no other choice rather than studying agriculture.
	2

(4)
	12

(24)
	6

(12)
	22

(44)
	8

(16)

	4. I would not want any of my children to study agriculture.
	1

(2)
	4

(8)
	8

(16)
	22

(44)
	15

(30)

	5. If I have the option, I would rather prefer to leave agriculture to my desired course of study.
	0

(0)
	4

(8)
	6

(12)
	21

 (42)
	19

(38)

	6. If I live my life again, I will not opt to study agriculture.
	5

(10)
	2

(4)
	10

(20)
	18

(36)
	15

(30)

	7. The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector
	34

(68)
	13

(26)
	2

(4)
	1

(2)
	0

(0)

	8. White collar job is better than field or farm work
	2

(4)
	4

(8)
	10

(20)
	20

(40)
	14

(28)

	9. Farmers are the poorest in the society
	3

(6)
	6

(12)
	5

(10)
	22

(44)
	14

(28)

	10. Agriculture is all about farming
	1

(2)
	4

(8)
	2

(4)
	16

(32)
	27

(54)

	11. The profession will give me satisfaction and self respect
	15

(30)
	21

(42)
	11

(22)
	3

(6)
	0

(0)

	12. The returns on agriculture do not justify the effort involved.
	9

(18)
	9

(18)
	9

(18)
	18

(36)
	5

(10)


OAU – Obafemi Awolowo University, UI – University of Ibadan, FUNAAB – Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, FUTA – Federal University of Technology, Akure.

X- Frequency, %- percentage

Source: Field survey, 2012

Table 4
Showing scores of students’ attitude toward studying agriculture in University of Ibadan

N = 50

	STATEMENTS



	SA

X (%)
	A

X (%) 
	U

X (%)
	D

X (%)
	SD

X (%)

	1. Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria.
	8

(16)
	12

(24)
	4

(8)
	21

(42)
	5

(10)

	2. Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living.
	0

(0)
	3

(6)
	1

(2)
	24

(48)
	22

(44)

	3. I had no other choice rather than studying agriculture.
	3

(6)
	10

(20)
	4

(8)
	20

(40)
	13

(26)

	4. I would not want any of my children to study agriculture.
	2

(4)
	1

(2)
	5

(10)
	17

(34)
	25

(50)

	5. If I have the option, I would rather prefer to leave agriculture to my desired course of study.
	2

(4)
	5

(10)
	1

(2)
	18

(36)
	24

(48)

	6. If I live my life again, I will not opt to study agriculture.
	3

(6)
	3

(6)
	5

(10)
	15

(30)
	24

(48)

	7. The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector
	38

(76)
	10

(20)
	1

(2)
	1

(2)
	0

(0.00)

	8. White collar job is better than field or farm work
	2

(4)
	1

(2)
	6

(12)
	25

(50)
	16

(32)

	9. Farmers are the poorest in the society
	4

(8)
	5

(10)
	5

(10)
	15

(30)
	21

(42)

	10. Agriculture is all about farming
	2

(4)
	2

(4)
	2

(4)
	23

(46)
	21

(42)

	11. The profession will give me satisfaction and self respect
	24

(48)
	21

(42)
	5

(10)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)

	12. The returns on agriculture do not justify the effort involved.
	8

(16)
	14

(28)
	8

(16)
	11

(22)
	9

(18)


OAU – Obafemi Awolowo University, UI – University of Ibadan, FUNAAB – Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, FUTA – Federal University of Technology, Akure.

Source: Field survey, 2012

Table 5
Showing scores of students’ attitude toward studying agriculture in Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta

N = 50

	

STATEMENTS
	SA

X (%)
	A

X (%)
	U

X (%)
	D

X (%)
	SD

X (%)

	1. Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria.
	20

(40)
	11

(22)
	4

(8)
	11

(22)
	4

(8)

	2. Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living.
	3

(6)
	2

(4)
	4

(8)
	16

(32)
	25

(50)

	3. I had no other choice rather than studying agriculture.
	4

(8)
	9

(18)
	4

(8)
	14

(28)
	19

(38)

	4. I would not want any of my children to study agriculture.
	1

(2)
	4

(8)
	8

(16)
	13

(26)
	24

(48)

	5. If I have the option, I would rather prefer to leave agriculture to my desired course of study.
	3

(6)
	3

(6)
	2

(4)
	16

(32)
	26

(42)

	6. If I live my life again, I will not opt to study agriculture.
	6

(12)
	2

(4)
	4

(8)
	16

(32)
	22

(44)

	7. The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector
	39

(78)
	7

(14)
	2

(4)
	2

(4)
	0

(0)

	8. White collar job is better than field or farm work
	3

(6)
	6

(12)
	7

(14)
	20

(40)
	14

(28)

	9. Farmers are the poorest in the society
	4

(8)
	6

(12)
	3

(6)
	15

(30)
	22

(44)

	10. Agriculture is all about farming
	5

(10)
	4

(8)
	2

(4)
	24

(48)
	15

(30)

	11. The profession will give me satisfaction and self respect
	27

(54)
	17

(34)
	6

(12)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)

	12. The returns on agriculture do not justify the effort involved.
	12

(24)
	10

(20)
	6

(12)
	13

(26)
	9

(18)


OAU – Obafemi Awolowo University, UI – University of Ibadan, FUNAAB – Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, FUTA – Federal University of Technology, Akure.

Source: Field survey, 2012
Table 6
Showing scores of students’ attitude toward studying agriculture in Federal University of Technology, Akure

N = 50

	STATEMENTS
	SA

X (%)
	A

X (%)
	U

X (%)
	D

X (%)
	SD

X (%)

	1. Agriculture is a respected profession in Nigeria.
	29

(58)
	9

(18)
	3

(6)
	7

(14)
	2

(4)

	2. Farming is not a business where a person can make a decent living.
	1

(2)
	4

(8)
	5

(10)
	14

(28)
	26

(52)

	3. I had no other choice rather than studying agriculture.
	5

(10)
	6

(12)
	6

(12)
	23

(46)
	10

(20)

	4. I would not want any of my children to study agriculture.
	2

(4)
	3

(6)
	7

(14)
	16

(32)
	22

(44)

	5. If I have the option, I would rather prefer to leave agriculture to my desired course of study.
	2

(4)
	9

(18)
	7

(14)
	14

(28)
	18

(36)

	6. If I live my life again, I will not opt to study agriculture.
	4

(8)
	7

(14)
	8

(16)
	10

(20)
	21

(42)

	7. The future of this nation depends on development of agricultural sector
	39

(78)
	8

(16)
	1

(2)
	0

(0)
	2

(4)

	8. White collar job is better than field or farm work
	3

(6)
	5

(10)
	8

(16)
	12

(24)
	22

(44)

	9. Farmers are the poorest in the society
	6

(12)
	4

(8)
	5

(10)
	9

(18)
	26

(52)

	10. Agriculture is all about farming
	3

(6)
	4

(8)
	4

(8)
	20

(40)
	19

(38)

	11. The profession will give me satisfaction and self respect
	22

(44)
	20

(40)
	4

(8)
	2

(4)
	2

(4)

	12. The returns on agriculture do not justify the effort involved.
	9

(18)
	9

(18)
	8

(16)
	17 

(34)
	7

(14)


OAU – Obafemi Awolowo University, UI – University of Ibadan, FUNAAB – Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, FUTA – Federal University of Technology, Akure.

Source: Field survey, 2012
