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Abstract (300 word limit)
It is estimated by the United Nations Organisation for Alimentation and Agriculture that almost one third of worldwide food production is lost. This accounts for 1.3 billion tons a year, enough to cover an area as big as Canada in farmed land. Food will inevitably sometimes go off in the supply chain, but an awareness of when this is happening could dramatically help to alleviate some waste. Issues with things like storage temperature and spoilage could easily be identified in transit and dealt with.
The sad fact is that we’ve had the technology to do this for a number of years. However, it simply hasn’t been applied due to issues around cost, connectivity and installation. Explaining the issues and why this hasn’t happened to date, this talk will seek to explain how the imbalance between technology and food waste can be addressed and ultimately removed. Myriad’s mission is to reduce the cost of getting sensor based devices into the field, improving access, processing, and applying IoT connectivity to reduce waste.
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Neil is a technology evangelist who has been a founding member of a number of successful technology start-ups involved with mobile and commerce technologies.  He is passionate about demystifying complex technology and evangelising the business benefits and new revenue opportunities such technology presents.  He has been invited to speak at numerous events in Europe, US and Asia during his career and has a core interest in agriculture and how technology can improve processes for the greater good.
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GLOBAL FOOD LOSS AND WASTE

By 2050, the world will need about 60 percent more calories per year in order to feed a projected 9 billion people.
Cutting the rate of global food loss and waste could help close this food gap
while creating environmental and economic benefits.
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