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Abstract

Overdependence on petroleum is causing set back in Nigeria economy. Field survey was carried out to assess the profitability and production of selected arable cropsin six selected towns and villages of Ondo southwestern. Data were collected from 240 arable crop farmers with the aid of both primary and secondary data. Data were collected with the use of oral interview and structured questionnaires. Data collected were analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistics. Forty farmers were randomly selected to give a total number of 240 respondents.84 farmers interviewed had no formal education, 72 had primary education, 50 farmers attained secondary education while 38 attained beyond secondary education. Majority of the farmers hold less than 10acres of land.  The data collected from the field showed that 192 farmers practiced mixed cropping which include mixtures of yam, cowpea, cocoyam, vegetable, cassava and maizewhile only 48 farmers practiced monocropping. Among the sampled farmers, 93% agreed that arable production is profitable while 7% disagreed.  All The respondents agreedthat  yam, cowpea, cocoyam, sweet potato,  rice, maize and vegetable production will solve the problem of hunger and increase standard of living compared with petroleum product that Nigeria relied on as means of livelihood. 49% farmers engaged in complete burning, 19% controlled burning, 24% packed refuse after land clearing while 12% applied herbicides. 88% applied fertilizer and among the three types of fertilizers 42% applied mineral fertilizer of which 49% used broadcasting method which was highest among the methods. The use of organic and organomineral fertilizers were not significant. Mound making with hand held hoe was significant compared with the seven tillage techniques assessed. Farmers are encouraged to integrate legumes with other crops on rotational basis as well as the use of organic and organomineral fertilizers.
