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Abstract: 
The Aleppo pine’s forests in the northern parts of El Kef governorate in Tunisia were under a situation of severe degradation during the colonial period. This degradation is related to the poverty of local population excluded to the slopes by the colonization. The different forms of pressure on the ecosystems were very destructive to the ecosystems components, essentially soils and forests. 
To restore ecosystems, the Tunisian State launched many DRS programs (defense and restoration of soils) in cooperation with many international organisms. These programs included plantation of the many woody species, essentially Aleppo pine and eucalyptus in the infiltration benches created in the mountainous slopes. The plantations are arranged in parallel to spot elevations in order to prevent against erosive dynamics. 
These actions of reforestation leaded to a reconstruction of extended and homogeneous forests of Aleppo pine. The employment of the rural population in plantation and conservation during three decades creates reconciliation between man and forest after a long history of destructive practices. Nowadays, plantations are in maturity and offer many potentialities in seeds of Aleppo pine which are named “zgougou” in Tunisia. These seeds used as nutriment are introduced in many agrifood industries. The incomes of the rural population are increased. These ameliorations participate in braking rural emigration to littoral towns. 
In this communication I will present the Tunisian experience in reforestation and conservation, its effects on the rural development and its benefits to the rural population. 
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