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The study examined the Economics of rice production in Bende Local Government Area of Abia State. The specific objectives of the study were to describe the socio-economic characteristics of the rice farmers, estimate the cost and returns of rice farmers and to determine the factors influencing the output of rice farmers in the study area. The data for this study were obtained with the use of structured questionnaire administered to one hundred and twenty (120) randomly selected rice farmers. The data were analysed with the use of the descriptive statistics, Net Farm Income model and the ordinary least squares regression model. The result showed that a net income of ₦88,360.00 was obtained. The profitability index was 0.41, implying that for every naira earned as revenue; 41 kobo was returned to the farmer as net income. Thus rice production in the area was profitable. The result of the ordinary least squares regression model showed that farm size, labour input, quantity of seed, educational level and access to credit were the significant variables that influenced the output of rice farmers in the study area, while  quantity of fertilizer and farming experience were not significant. It is recommended that Government should create an enabling environment through the provision of subsidized inputs and credit facilities to boost the productivity of rice farmers in the study area.
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