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Abstract (300 word limit)
Carnivores (Carnivora) are monophyletic, globally distributed and highly diverse in form and function. Carnivores share similar ecological adaptations associated with their ecological function as predators. Large carnivores require large areas and are typical predators of ungulates. Owing to human population growth, increasing livestock numbers and intensifying agricultural practices on the one hand and ecotourism and an increasing awareness of the importance of nature conservation on the other hand, carnivore-livestock conflicts are a global phenomenon. Comparative approaches seem effective to better understand and mitigate such conflicts on a transnational or even global scale. We introduce a comparative framework in order to differentiate between case-specificity and common applicability of the underlying ecological processes and the resulting management strategies of carnivore-livestock conflicts in different regions. 
In Europe for example, wolves (Canis lupus) are recolonizing areas, where the species was formerly extinct. The emergence of this top predator in parts of Europe forces wildlife managers to develop appropriate strategies. In order to better understand the recovery of the wolf in Europe, it is important to investigate regions, where the same species causes comparable conflicts. Given the large distribution range of Canis lupus throughout large parts of the Holarctic, comparable investigations on similar longitudinal levels seem feasible. The experience from regions, where other carnivore species cause conflicts with livestock, is also part of the comparative framework. In Africa, for example, pastoralists manage to coexist with large predators since more than 10,000 years. This knowledge might contribute to a common understanding of carnivore-livestock conflicts and mitigation strategies. Besides distinguishing between case-specific and species-specific patterns, the detection of generally applicable practices is needed to achieve the coexistence of ecologically highly relevant faunal elements, as well as human well-being. 
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