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[bookmark: _GoBack]Between 2003 and 2013, natural hazards and disasters in developing countries affected more than 1.9 billion people and caused over USD 494 billion in estimated damage. How much of this damage was on the agriculture sector is unreported and is therefore unknown. Iran is a large and agrarian economics country in west and central Asia. Due to its climatological and environmental diversity, our country has long been marked as a disaster-prone territory. Moreover, it has been facing man-made disasters, mainly due to the poor political, social and economic stability in its neighboring countries which in turn lead to future natural disasters caused by natural degradation. During recent decades, our territory has been facing numerous large scale natural disasters. Drought, floods and in north of the country the rise of Caspian Sea level are undoubtedly the major disasters. Iranian agriculture operates in uncertain climatic and market conditions. The Iran agricultural sector is highly affected by the weather conditions and losses will likely increase in the future as natural disasters become more frequent.  Iranian farmers must constantly manage the risks of volatile markets and variable growing conditions. Current projections are that a changing climate may increase the frequency of extreme weather events, including drought, flood (in some regions), and therefore will increase the need for risk management by farmers. Consequently, it is reasonable to expect that farmers will increasingly seek to understand, develop and adopt risk management strategies, potentially including insurance products for production risk, to manage uncertainty, spread risk and maintain business viability. This article aims to analyse, from a natural hazards and risk perspective, the opportunities and challenges presented to the Iranian farmers.  The attitude of farmers on natural hazards and disasters, agrarian risks and risk management was the other objective of this study. Survey was the research method, and data were collected by questionnaire and schedule interview. The result show that 56 respondents (17.5 per cent) out of total 320 respondents believe that wind is the most important natural hazard for their crops; 52 respondents(16.3 per cent) each view that drought and storm are the most important natural hazards; 46 (14.4 per cent) and 31 (9.7 per cent) respondents believe that hail and flood, respectively, are the most important natural hazards; while 25 (7.8 per cent), 23 (7.2 per cent) and 22 (6.9 per cent) respondents believe that winter killing, early frost and spring frost, respectively, are the most important natural hazards for their crops; 13 (4.1 per cent) respondents view Varmins’ invasion as the most important natural hazards. The result of factorial analysis test related to source of risks in agriculture which have been classified into four factors. There are: 1) Production and Finical Risks 2) Markets Risks 3) Institutional Risks; 4) Capital Risks factors. The result of factorial analysis test related to source of risks management, in agriculture were classified in five factors. There are: 1) Risk management factor; 2) Risk adjustment factor; 3) Financial risks; 4) Insurance options; (5 Physical factors.
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