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ABSTRACT
The study was conducted in Vasai, Kalyan and Bhiwandi tahsils of Thane district of Konkan region. The sample constituted 120 farmers from peri-urban area. The respondents were interviewed with the help of a specially designed schedule. The analysis of data revealed that majority of the respondents were ‘middle’ age, had ‘secondary’ education, ‘medium’ family size, ‘medium’ farm experience, ‘marginal’ land holding, ‘farming’ as a major occupation, ‘medium’ annual income, ‘medium’ irrigation status, ‘undergone by one’ training and ‘medium’ information seeking behaviour. More than half (58.33 per cent) of the respondents had ‘fair’ cropping pattern and  29.17 per cent of respondents had ‘poor’ cropping pattern, while 12.50 per cent of the respondents had ‘best’ cropping pattern. The average cropping pattern score of the respondents was 12.47. The cropping patterns in peri-urban villages were quite diversified as they were found cultivating thirty four different crops.
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