Effects of Predation on Productivity of Village Poultry under Different Production Systems in Kibaha Town Council
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Abstract

The survey was conducted in five villages in 5 wards of Kibaha Town Council (KTC) to examine poultry production and predation causes of poultry losses in communal village areas. Qualitative and quantitative data were captured through a structured questionnaire administered to 94 households, then summarized and analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and Microsoft Excel to depict descriptive statistics. Over two-third of respondents (68.1%) were females and 31.9% males. Experience of keeping poultry by respondents showed 28.7% (< 2 years), 36.2% (2 to 5 years)  and 35.1% (> 5 years), of whom 53.2% acquired that knowledge from their neighbours, 37.2% through long-term practices of keeping poultry and quite low (8.5%) were facilitated by extension officers in the surveyed areas. Free range system of keeping poultry dominated (86.2%), multiplying the risks of poultry predation due to remote supervision. Semi-intensive system (38.3%) was meant for day-old chicks and ducklings to avoid predation and lasted for 2 to 4 weeks. Eggs production per hen was 11.91 at a ratio of 1:3 cocks to hens and hatchability was 79.3%. Major predators reported were Indian house crows (IHC) - Corvus splendens (94.7%), weasels (59.6%), stray dogs and cats (53.2%) respectively. On fighting predators, some respondents (33.0%) confined chicks and ducklings indoor whereas others (18.1%) used mosquito-nets for the same although it’s basically misuse of malaria preventing gears. Almost 25.5% of the respondents had neither idea nor knowledge about measures of protecting their birds against predators and hence, predation has contributed 76.5% and 66.7% of all chicks and duckling losses respectively. From these findings it shows that combined efforts should start immediately to eliminate IHCs and their preferred habitats, including use of environmentally friendly chemicals that totally eradicate them since they were singled out as the major predator causing many financial losses in poultry industry.
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