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India is an agricultural based country, in India 60-65% of the population are farmers and most of the farming is done with help of traditional equipments and methods leading higher cost production in different crops and non availability labour shortage for timely effective shelling of groundnut, castor and jatropha respectively. Groundnut, castor and jatropha are important oil seed crops grown in world, these crops occupies an area of 26,462.8 and 9,74923.25 thousand hectares with production of 35,658.4 and 106,829.43 thousand tones , respective,
Decorticator is the device to remove outer skin of the seeds by developing shear force between seeds in order to reduce labour force, but hand shelling of groundnut, castor and jatropha pods are laborious and labour intensive process which is time consuming, thus, due to non availability of labour for shelling of groundnut, castor and jatropha, there will be delay in sowing and oil extraction and ultimately this affects the crop growth, yield and profit. In order to overcome this problem of labour shortage, the multi seed decorticator model- 6 developed at UAHS, Shivamogga. 
The study was conducted on “Performance and evaluation of Multi seed decorticator in groundnut, castor and jatropha ” at ZAHRS, Babbur farm, Hiriyur, Chitradurga, Karnataka during 2014-15. Decortications/shelling of groundnut, castor and jatropha are tedious and time consuming process, an attempt was made to develop and evaluate multi seed decorticator model-6. The study revealed that, power operated multi seed decorticator (model-6) decorticated/shelled  higher quantity of groundnut (355 kg/day), castor (992 kg/day) and jatraopha  pods (1115 kg/day), over manually operated decorticator model-1 (107, 745 and 707 kg/day, respectively). The per cent pods damage in groundnut (5.35 %), castor (11.91 %) and jatropha (6.12 %) were less in power operated multi seed decorticator (model-6) as compared to manually operated decorticator model-1 (7.72, 12.47 and 7.24 %, respectively). Similarly, unshelled pods were minimum in power operated multi seed decorticator (model-6) where as higher unshelled pods were recorded in model-1. By considering less fatigue to the operator and higher output, multi seed decorticator could be advantageously used for decortications of groundnut, castor and jatropha respectively for small and marginal farmers.
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