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Abstract

The production of horticulture products is increasing in India. The high value product, exotic and commercial fruits are of greater demand in market. Indian agriculture and horticulture suffers due to extreme weather. Slight weather variation impacts the production, resulting increase in producers’ vulnerability. The risk factor of growing fruit is high because of its perishability and market access. Horticulture crops are seasonal and perishable. It requires appropriate handling during both pre-and post-harvest. The producers face many risks in the entire process from production to marketing. The emerging high demand for the quality product and presence of intermediaries in the entire process are the major bottlenecks. Agricultural and horticultural supply chain risks are major concerns for the producers, the supply chain of perishable fruits requires the quick and better packaging. The horticulture supply chain lacks in market structure and has multi-layered marketing channels.
Strawberry is a delicious and highly perishable fruit grown in temperate and sub-tropical climate. In India, strawberry is grown where the soil, temperature and rainfall are suitable. Strawberry is a cost intensive fruit and gives quick returns within very short period of time. In India, strawberry is cultivated in the districts of Nainital, Dehradun, (Uttarakhand), Mahabaleshwar, Nasik, Sangli (Maharashtra), Kashmir valley, Meghalaya, Punjab, Bangalore, Kalimpong (West Bengal). Based on agro-climatic condition and soil, strawberry is identified as a focus and commercial crop. Mahabaleshwar produces about 85 percent of India’s total production.

Rainfall variability affects the production and quality. Climate plays the role in incidence and severity of pests and diseases. Climate change has a potential to impact this sector because strawberry is short-lived crop and managed yearly. Localized production requires a good transportation system but due to improper picking, packing, transportation and infrastructure, produce gets deteriorated in transit. The availability of local market can reduce the high transportation cost of horticulture crops. It requires good infrastructure facilities to transport the produce to the market. The surplus productions fetch the low price for the farmers. Market price is controlled by middlemen. The major challenges of the horticulture sector are inadequate storage, poor supply chain, logistics and transportation system. Demand and marketing is a challenge due to unawareness of consumers about the fruits.
The profitable returns of strawberry motivated the farmers to cultivate it, despite the western concept of strawberry farming. Farmers’ risk-taking attitude or perception towards a new variety is through informal aspiration. Farmers’ decision on growing strawberry, depends on demand. Growth of commercial crop in the farms is influenced by the cultural practice and farmers’ attitude of the region. 
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