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Abstract (300 word limit)
Mekong Delta of Vietnam is annually producing 2.4 million tons of aquaculture products worth about USD 3.8 billion, and 6.2 million tons of rice worth USD 2.7 billion (GIZ, 2016).

The alternating shrimp-rice system offers significantly higher returns for farmers as compared to traditional rice farming. From an economic perspective, the returns from rice farming are often insignificant within shrimp-rice models, as a majority of returns is generated from shrimp. 

The main argument of this paper is that climate change is much less of a threat to agriculture in the Mekong Delta than sometimes perceived, at least if the agricultural transition is managed well. While large areas of the delta may not be suitable for rice or other fresh water-reliant crops in the future, they are indeed suitable for aquaculture – which is why many farmers in large areas of the coastal zone have been transitioning to aquaculture in recent years already.

Challenges in the region include sea level rise, intrusion, less and less reliable fresh water resources and climate change. The gap between the income of rice farmers and the income of shrimp farmers in the delta as well as compared to non-farm incomes is growing.

Yet, the actual reason for the growing area of shrimp-rice is that local authorities often do not allow farmers to change entirely to shrimp, but rather prefer to stay at least somewhat involved in rice production in order to ensure food security, both on the national and on a household level. 

In this sense, shrimp-rice can be seen as an effective coping strategy in the face of salinity intrusion and as an effective tool in managing the transition from rice to aquaculture. Yet it can be expected that over a longer time span of 10 to 15 years, more and more salt will accumulate in the fields so that they may become unusable for fresh water production in the future. This must not be a problem for if less fresh water will be available anyways, the switch to a brackish economy seems sensible. 
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