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ABSTRACT
Maize in South Africa is a very vital grain that is used by many people as a staple food and for animal feed purposes. South Africa is an important and major maize producer in Africa. The main objective of the paper was to identify and assess the overall maize production and trading trends in South Africa since market deregulation. This paper looked at the overview of the maize industry in South Africa, where maize is produced in South Africa and how much is produced per annum over a period of 1996-2015. This paper highlights the uses of maize as well as the amount of maize consumed locally and the amount of maize exported during maize trades. The paper used a secondary data and the data was analysed descriptively and qualitatively. The study concluded that there are five major maize producing Provinces which are Free State, North West, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, and Kwa-Zulu Natal. Also, the study concluded that South Africa is a self-sufficient maize producing country which imports on rare occasions. Since market deregulation, South Africa had been exporting most of its maize from 2002-2008 to the SADC region as well as in few Asian countries and Mexico recently. However, there has been a slight decline in the production since 2014/15 production season due to current drought conditions in South Africa. 
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