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[bookmark: _Toc373487275]ABSTRACT

Community food gardens are viewed as a means by which rural households improve their livelihoods; this study explores the factors influencing the decision of a household to participate in community food gardens (CFG) in Ga-Mathabatha and Mafefe villages within Lepelle-Nkumpi local municipality. The main objectives are first to describe the socio economic nature of both households and CFG and to identify the socio-economic factors influencing the participation of households into CFG.  Descriptive statistics model was used to describe the nature of households and CFG, while binary logistic regression model was used to analyse the determinants of household participation to community food gardens. Data was collected from 12 CFG and 60 households through both structured questionnaire. Descriptive results shows that community food gardens in Lepelle-Nkumpi local municipality generate an average production yield of R1543, 50 while the empirical results showed that socioeconomic variables such as age, marital status, homestead gardening, ownership to agric equipment, information access and agricultural experience, were found to be significant determinants of CFG participation at 5% confidence level, educational level, information access and household perception, are significant at 10% significance level. Socio-economic variables show a significant influence on the household decision to participate in CFG.
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