
                                                                                                                       [image: image1.jpg]



Title: Workshop on Abuse and Neglect of Older Adults  in Canada: Who are potential victims? Who are potential abusers. Issues, screening tools and some preventive solutions.


                                            Name: Daphne Nahmiash. PhD
Vice President of Handicap Life Dignity, associate member of University McGill Center for Studies On Aging, Montreal, Canada
As the world`s population ages people are living longer and most are enjoying  positive and active later years. However some are facing increased dependence and vulnerability in their later years and either needing care from family caregivers or eventual institutionalisation in long term care homes with a decreased quality of life.  One of the issues faced by a small percentage of these older adults is the risk of being abused or neglected by their family members or by their paid caregivers or others they hold in a position of trust. 

This workshop will begin with a slide presentation and discussion to explain the problems of older abused and neglected adults, the types of problems they face and what are the main indicators of abuse and neglect found in research studies among victims and non victims. We will also explore what are the indicating factors found to be related to potential caregivers in Quebec and Canada. 

Next we will discuss two scientifically validated screening tools (CASE and the IOA) which have been found to be effective in identifying potentially abusive caregivers  in order to prevent mistreatment and to provide clinical help  to prevent such mistreatment from happening through identifying possible indicators. 

This will be followed by an interactive discussion of possible ways the worshop participants have found to prevent and reduce mistreatment in their own countries.
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Daphne Nahmiash, PhD, is Vice President of Handicap Life Dignity and associate member of University McGill’s center for studies in Aging. She was a member of the National Seniors Council from 2007 until 2011. She is a member of and former Chair of the McGill Centre for Studies in Aging, Education Committee. She was chairperson of the Notre-Dame-de-Grâce (NDG) Community Committee on Elder Abuse which she founded in 1989. She was an Adjunct Professor in Gerontology and Social Services at Université Laval (with a PhD in social work). She  retired several years ago from her position as Director of Professional Services of CLSC NDG and as Commissioner of Complaints and Quality of Services at the Centre de santé et de services sociaux Cavendish in Montréal. Dr. Nahmiash has been working in the field of seniors’ health and social services for the past 50 years. She has been part of many government committees and volunteer boards, including at the Quebec Health and Social Services Ministry where she produced government reports on senior abuse, neglect and services to seniors. She has coauthored the book When seniors are abused: A guide to intervention, published by Captus Press and many book chapters and scientific articles on senior abuse as well as the book ”Home Care: A love affair translated into three languages. Some of her awards include, Woman of the Year 2005–2006, awarded by the Montréal Council of Women for initiatives to improve the quality of life of seniors and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal for her contribution to the field of Gerontology in 2012.
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