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The need for sophisticated translational models of aging is growing as the human population is graying and healthcare costs are rising. Nonhuman primates (NHPs) provide an excellent opportunity to study a closely related species that experiences similar aging processes and is relevant for the study of interventions.  NHPs have similar morphology, physiology, behavior, and aging processes as humans. Rhesus monkeys share >92% homology and are the most commonly studied NHP, but their size, expense, and a lifespan reaching 40 years, suggests the need for a shorter-lived, smaller NHP for longevity studies. Due to its small size, low zoonotic risk, reproductive efficiency, and relatively low cost to maintain, marmosets are rapidly becoming the preferred NHP for biomedical testing. Both species experience age-related pathology similar to humans, such as cancer, diabetes, arthritis, cardiovascular disease, and neurological decline, and they are paving the way to improving human health and a better understanding of the mechanisms of aging.   
