
                                                                                                                       [image: image1.jpg]



Title: Use of antipsychotic drugs for patients with dementia in General Practice (GP)

                                            Name: Dr Milad Golsharifi
                     East sussex Healthcare NHS Trust. United Kingdom 
Diagnosis and management of dementia requires a structured and comprehensive assessment tailored to each patient’s needs. Throughout the natural progression of this disorder patients may exhibit a variety behavioural and psychological patterns. For a minority of patients, the use of antipsychotics are acceptable and in line with UK’s National Institute of Clinical Excellence’s (NICE) published clinical guidance. However, there remain cases where antipsychotics are prescribed inappropriately to people with dementia, often due to lack of adequate assessment or prescribing errors. This is important since studies have shown a positive correlation between use of antipsychotics in patients with dementia and increased risk of stroke, as high as 9 folds, in just four weeks from initiation of antipsychotic drugs. The aim of this quality improvement project was to establish whether current practice in prescription of antipsychotics meets national guidance on this topic provided by NICE in a UK GP surgery and improve any substandard domain in this topic.
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