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Traditional tribal territories encompass up to 22 percent of the world’s land surface and they coincide with areas that hold 80 percent of the planet’s biodiversity. The global tribal population of approximately 300 million people is composed of about 5,000 distinct tribal cultures worldwide, living in every climate from the Arctic Circle to the tropical rain forests. Although Tribal Peoples make up only 4 percent of the world’s population, they represent 95 percent of the world’s cultural diversity. Tribal people view conservation areas as integral, functional parts of the landscapes in which they live. Tribal peoples’ extraordinary knowledge of their natural resource base has been extensively documented by scientific research worldwide, which shows that traditional knowledge provides the foundation for intricate resource management systems that have sustained tribal societies for millennia. Tribal farmers follow the traditional method of farming, in which they rely more on organic inputs like cow dung, ash and green or dried leaves. In this farming system agricultural productivity is comparatively low. Their prime concern is food security and they rarely rely on outside sources to meet their food needs. In addition to rice, they cultivate other food crops like colocasia, yams, dioscorea, banana and fruit crops. In the present scenario tribal people have helped in conservation of bio-diversityon a large scale. It is important to understand that activities of tribal communities are largely eco-friendly and convey hidden message that they have inherent knowledge to protect and use biological resourses judiciously and sustainably. 
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