ECTODERMAL DYSPLASIA: A RARE SERIES OF CASES 

INTRODUCTION: Ectodermal dysplasia is an extremely rare heterogenous group of disorders involving structures developing from primordial external germ layer such as hair, teeth, nail and sweat glands. Anatomical and functional impairment of one or more of these structures may be present. All patterns of inheritance have been described. We report a case series with different presentations.

CASE 1: 10 year old male presented with history of dry skin, absent teeth since childhood. Examination revealed adontia, hypotrichia and hypohydrosis. Nails were normal. 
CASE 2: 6 year old female presented with itchy and painful skin lesions over extremities. Examination revealed anhidrosis, brittle and sparse hair, microdontia and dystrophic nails. 
CASE 3: 10 year old male presented with hair loss and decreased sweating since 15 days after birth. Examination revealed total hair loss over scalp and eyebrows with anhidrosis. Similar complaints noted in his younger brother.
CASE 4: 2 year old female presented with hair loss and dry skin since birth. Examination revealed almost total loss of hair over scalp with hypohidrosis. Teeth, hair and skin were normal.
CASE 5: 27 year old male presented with dry skin and sparseness of hair since birth.Examination revealed hypohidrosis, hypotrichia over face and axilla, microdontia and dystrophic nails.
Clinical diagnosis of ectodermal dysplasia was made in all the above cases
CONCLUSION:  We  report this case series in view of  its rarity and  patients with ectodermal dysplasia are unique. They should be managed by team of paedriatician, prosthodontist, dermatologist, otolaryngologist, speech therapist and psychologist to provide most idle treatment.
