CONGENITAL CHIKUNGUNYA INFECTION-A RARE CASE REPORT
INTRODUCTION:
Chikungunya fever (CHIKF) is an acute febrile illness caused by an arthropod-borne alphavirus. A maternal to child transmission of the disease is very uncommon, although it has been described. The clinical manifestations rarely resemble fulminant sepsis, making clinical decision and prognostication difficult. We report a case of congenital chikungunya in view of its rarity. 
CASE REPORT:
A 7 day old, term male baby, admitted in NICU with late onset sepsis presented with perinatal asphyxia, hypoglycemia and one episode of convulsion at 48 hours of  life. Dermatology reference was given for rash and swelling over the extremities since 2 days. Examination revealed multiple petechiae over trunk and lower legs with flushing and edema of palms and soles. Investigations revealed low platelet count of 5000/cumm with positive chickungunya serology. 
Antenatally, mother had high-grade fever, reddish skin lesions and severe multiple joint pains 2 days before delivery with positive chickungunya serology.
CONCLUSION:
Chikungunya virus (CHIKV) infection manifesting in neonates is very rare, posing a diagnostic challenge. Very few cases of congenital chickungunya has been reported so far. It is associated with fever, poor feeding, unexplained apnea, distal edema, and various skin manifestations. Serious complications like encephalopathy, cerebral hemorrhages can also occur. Identification of this entity based on clinical and epidemiological background not only helps in appropriate management and prognostication of the affected neonate, but also avoids unnecessary interventions. Hence, this entity should always be kept as an important differential in view of its possible evolution toward persistent disabilities.

