SYPHILIS, A GREAT IMITATOR- CASE SERIES 

INTRODUCTION:
Syphilis a great imitator is an infectious disease caused by Treponema pallidum.It can cause head-scratching constellation of symptoms or none at all, depending on the stage.We describe a caseseries with varied presentations .
CASE 1: 24 yr male presented with painful lesion over genitilia since 1 month. Examination revealed a solitary indurated ulcer with erythematous base over coronal sulcus. No enlarged lymphnodes.Clinically primary chancre was suspected. 
CASE 2:32 yr male presented with complaints of asymptomatic skin lesions over the palms and soles since 1 month.Examination revealed, multiple dark brown pigmented hyperkeratotic,scaly papules and plaques.Hyperkeratotic dermatoses was suspected clinically.
CASE 3:53 yr male presented with asymptomatic lesions over trunk.Examination showed maculopapular rash over trunk.
CASE 4:28 yr man presented with asypmptomatic skin lesions over palms and soles treated as hyperkeratotic dermatoses for 3 months with no improvement.Examination revealed moist,flat,erythematous plaques over groin.Secondary syphilis with condyloma lata was suspected clinically.
CASE 5:22 yr female presented with painless genital lesions since 1 month. Examination revealed few well defined dull red indurated ulcers over the labia majora and minora.Patient's husband had painless solitary indurated ulcer over the glans penis.Chancroid was suspected clinically.
Positive VDRL and TPHA confirmed diagnosis of syphilis in all above cases.
CONCLUSION:
All above cases were positive HIV and its association makes diagnosis even difficult. Most people associate syphilis with the past.But, we emphasise dermatologists should have high index of suspicion for this forgotten disease, not only in view of  its notorious presentation but also its dreaded come back.
